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University  of  Wyoming,  has  analyzed  the  human  oateological  specimens 
from  site  TCiC9: 302.  The  basic  data  for  this  material  is  presented 
here.  A  complete  analysis  of  all  human  osteological  specimens  from  the 
Trinidad  Reservoir  region  by  Caryl  is  in  progress.  Caryl,  Robin  Ashbaugh, 
Victoria  Paradiso  and  Judith  Sandoval  have  drawn  the  maps  and  illustra¬ 
tions  presented  here. 

The  analysis  of  ceramic  materials  presented  here  is  mine.  But 
previous  examination  of  Trinidad  area  ceramics  by  Steward  Peckham  of  the 
Museum  of  Mew  Mexico  Research  Laboratory,  Santa  Fe  and  or.  Robert  E.  Bell 
of  the  University  of  Oklahoma  have  provided  a  foundation  for  that  analysis. 


INTRODUCTION 


If  a  successful  field  school  is  measured  in  terms  of  dirt  moved, 
then  the  1970  Trinidad  State  Junior  College  Archaeological  Pield  School 
was  the  least  successful  in  this  institutions  history.  I  am  idealistic 
enough  to  believe  that  excavation  is  only  one  of  the  initial  steps  in  arch¬ 
aeology;  that  at  minimum,  a  site  report  acceptable  to? professional  archae¬ 
ologists  is  produced. p  I.  believe  that  minimi  requirements  for  the  1970 
field  activities  is  met  here. 

The  conditions  under  which  the  data  for  this  report  were  collected 
and  analysed  were  less  than  ideal.  Par  fewer  students  than  I  had  anticipated 
enrolled  for  the  1970  program.  Hone  of  the  students  or  volunteers  involved 
were  present  fox  the  duration  of  the  field  season. 

Sitae  TCt{C9:23  £  TC : C9 : 24  were  destroyed  by  Dam  construction 

V 

activities  before  we  could  test  them.  Both  of  these  sites  were  excavated  * 
by  Galen  Baker  in  1963  under  a  yet  to  be  satisfied  National  Park  Service 
contract.  Though  site  reports  for  these  sites  are  presented  here.  I  had 
hoped  to  gain  an  intimate  first  hand  knowledge  of  each  by  personally 
working  within  them. 

Because  of  difficulties  with  the  private  owners  of  land  within  the 
Trinidad  Reservoir  area,  the  1970  field  work  was  delayed.  Pinal  settle¬ 
ment  between  the  owners  s  the  U.S.  Corps  of  Engineers  had  not  yet  been 
made  and  many  owners  were  unwilling  to  cooperate  with  a  National  Park  Service 
salvage  archaeology  project.  Permission  to  excavate  TC:C9:20  a  TC:C9t40 
in  the  1970  field  season  could  not  be  secured.  Permission  to  excavate 


TCiC9> 9B  (TC:C9> 10)  was  granted  in  late  July,  1970,  by  the  Sebben  brothers 


lh*  1970  “cavation  of  TC:C9:9B  was  begun  with  sub-minimal 
documentation  of  previous  excavation,  in  fact,  original  notes,  maps, 
photograph,  and/or  artifact.  fro»  this  site  e.  well  as  free,  other  excavated 
*“*rvoir  ““  •ita*  (*C:C9:20,  TC:C9:23.  TC:C9:24,  and  TC:C9tl02)  and 
er°m  0th**  A******  County.  Colorado  sites  were  sent  to  me  as  late  as 

May  25,  1972.  Most  of  these  materials  were  sent  after  the  1970  field  work, 
lfce  late  receipt  of  the  materials  occurred  despite  my  requests  for  their 
return  that  pre-date  the  summer  of  1970.  This  uncooperativeness  of  Qalen 
Btfcer  necessitated  the  reamklysis  of  TC:C9:9B,  TC:C9:23  and  TC:C9:24  and, 
thus,  the  re-writing  of  this  report. 

Though  not  included  in  the  contract,  a  portion  of  the  1970  field 
season  was  spent  at  TCiC9:302.  OVo  human  burials  were  raanved  free. 
site  because  of  i-minent  da  traction  by  gravel  operations,  the  Leone  Sand 

*  Gr***1  0t*P»y  w*«  coopertaive  and  moved  their  heavy  equipamnt  to  an 
adjacent  area  upon  the  initial  discovery  of  human  bones. 


TC:C9: 9B 


This  prehistoric  archaeological  site  is  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Trinidad  Reservoir  and  is  situated  on  the  same  alluvial  terrace 


as  TC:C9: 9  (Fig.  1).  The  geographical  and  environmental  setting  has  been 
described  elsewhere  (Ireland  1970.  1971) .  Approximately  80  feet  separate 
the  two  structures;  TC : C9 : 9B  being  east-northeast  of  TC:C9:9.  Situated  on 
the  first  level  geographical  prominence  above  the  flood  plain  of  the 
Furgatoire  River  (second  alluvia  terrace) ,  the  elevation  of  TC:C9:9B  is 
ca .6,230  feet  above  sea  level. 

This  site  has  a  succession  of  designations.  Initially  the  sites  on 
this  terrace  were  known  collectively  as  the  Leone  Bluff  Sites  (LBS) .  This 
particular  site  was  IAS  Feature  F  of  Area  IV.  Unfortunately,  Galen  Baker 
left  no  naster  nap  of  the  terrace  to  precisely  differentiate  between  the 


various  areas  and  features.  A  later  designation  for  this  particular  struct 
ure,  also  used  by  Galen  Baker,  was  TC:C9:10.  In  July,  1970,  I  gave  it  yet 
another  number  (TC:C9:9B)  because  at  that  tine  I  was  uncertain  of  the 
proper  previous  designations.  Since  the  completion  of  the  1970  field 
work.  Baker  has  returned  materials  to  Trinidad  State  junior  College  to  veri 
the  above  information.  The  most  recent  number  will  be  retained  here. 


Baker's  original  grid  system  for  TC:C9: 9B  was  not  utilized  in  1970. 
the  five  foot  horizontal  grid  system  from  TC:C9: 9  (which  was  Galen  Baker's) 
was  extended  to  oover  the  7C:C9: 9B  area. 

A  crew  of  six  students  excavated  in  and  around  the  structure  from 
JUly  3  to  July  23,  1963.  Despite  the  fact  that  I  have  listed  the  author¬ 
ship  of  the  1963  field  notes  for  TC:C9:10,  TCtC9t23,  and  TCtC9:24 
as "Baker  et.al. " ,  I  have  no  indication  that  it  was  anyone  but  "at.  al." 


la  ay  opinion  the  treatment  (or  lack  there  of)  of  this  site  (and  others 
in  the  Trinidad  region)  by  Galen  Baker  is  inexcusable.  Had  the  1963  excavation 
of  this  site  been  handled  in  a  professional  manner,  there  would  have  been  no 
need  for  the  1970  excavations.  Our  field  work  at  TC:C9:9B  occurred  bet¬ 
ween  Jbly  31  and  August  20,  1970.  Z  personally  supervised  100%  of  the  1970 
excavations. 


Architectural  Features 

Field  notes  and  maps  of  TC:C9:9B  (Baker,  et.  al.  1963a)  are  sparse  and 
conflict  on  architectural  details.  Maps  and  notes  taken  early  in  the  1963 
season  postulate  a  single  ovoid  mud -walled  room,  while  later  notes  and  maps 
claim  a  rectangular  roam  with  a  contiguous  mud  wall  to  account  for  a  second 
and  possibly  & third  room  (Fig.  2).  <j»he  1963  documentation  is  sub-minimal. 

My  observations  in  1969  revealed  low  rounded  ridgpts  of  dirt  in  the 
excavated  portions  of  this  site.  The  placement  of  these  ridges  corresponded 
with  the  mud  walls  of  the  later  drawn  maps  of  this  site.  My  quick  tzowling 
through  portions  of  three  of  these  ridges  did  not  substantiate  the  presense 
of  and  walls. 

All  of  the  1970  excavation  of  7C:C9<9B  was  particularly  sensitive  to 
the  possible  existence  of  mud  walls.  Excavation  in  adjacent  areas  where 
thsevpwalla"  should  have  continued  and,  finally,  careful  troweling  through 
these  dirt  ridges  failed  to  confirm  the  presence  of  mud  walls  at  TC:C9:9B. 
These  "walls"  had  been  carved  out  of  the  fill  of  the  jacal  structure  des¬ 
cribed  below.  The  "floor"  of  the  1963  excavations  was  also  fill  in  most 
areas. 
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Figure  4 


Figure  4.  TC : C9 : 9B ,  looking  north,  1970. 
Steel  pins  nark  in  ai»tt  posts.  Purgatoire 
River  and  Colorado  Highway  12  in  background. 


*  The  1970  excavations  revealed  a  round  single-roomed  jacal  or  wattle 
and  daub  structure  (Figs.  3-4) .  The  superstructure  had  burned  and 
consequently  "burned"  the  soil  floor.  This  floor  was  slightly  depressed 
in  its  center.  The  outer  limits  of  the  burned  floor  are  irregular  but  nearly 
circular  in  outline.  As  determined  by  the  presence  of  four  in  situ  peri¬ 
meter  posts,  the  inside  diameter  of  the  jacal  structure  is  ca.  16  feet. 

To  judge  from  the  positions  of  these  posts  relative  to  the  fire-reddened 
floor  surface,  the  burning  superstructure  fell  inward  upon  itself. 

This,  however,  does  not  explain  the  concentration  of  ash  located  in 
Grid  37AA;  immediately  to  the  west  of  the  structure.  It  is  assumed  that  this 
ash  came  from  a  source  other  than  this  jacal  structure;  perhaps  from  a  stack 
of  firewood  or  yet  another  structure  such  as  a  drying  rack  although  no  evid¬ 
ence  for  either  alternative  was  discovered. 

In  1970,  three  other  in  sittt  posts  were  located  adjacent  to  the  center 
of  the  house  structure.  These  charred  posts  are  interpreted  as  center 
posts.  TWo  additional  pieces  of  wood,  also  interpreted  as  center  posts, 
were  distrubed  by  recent  rodent  activity  which  obliterated  the  assumed  post 
holes  (molds) .  Each  of  the  seven  posts  and  two  possible  posts  was  charred 
along  most  of  its  presented  length.  The  fact  that  the  butt  (socketed)  end 
of  each  post  was  charred  probably  indicates  this  end  of  each  post  was  placed 
in  a  fire  before  its  final  placement.  Whether  the  purpose  was  to  trim 
splinters,  fire-harden  or  both  is  uncertain .  The  basic  data  for  each  of  the 
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wood  specimens  collected  from  TC:C9: 9B  is  presented  below 


Grid 

Length 

Max.  Dia. 

Type 

Comments 

(cm.) 

(cm.) 

39AA-39BB 

IS. 2 

14.7 

Ponderoaa  Pine?? 

Center  post 

39AA 

5.6 

3.8 

Juniper 

Center  post 

3  BAA 

15.8 

19.4 

JUniper 

Center  post 

38BB-39BB 

16.2 

12.5 

Juniper 

Possible  center 

"A 

P08t 

39Z 

19.0 

10.2 

Pinyon 

Possible  center 

post 

38CC 

11.3 

4.5 

Juniper 

Peripheral  post 

39Y 

18.3 

5.5 

Pinyon 

Peripheral  post 

39Y 

4.2 

2.8 

Pinyon 

Peripheral  post 

39V 

3.8 

1.9 

Pinyon  ? 

Peripheral  post 

39BB 

9.1 

1.4 

Pinyon  ? 

Prom  superstructure? 

The  house  floor  was  11-17  indies  below  the  soil  surface.  The  fill  of 
the  house  contained  a  significant  volume  of  oxidized  clay  and  charcoal 
especially  in  the  lower  6  inches  or  so.  The  amount  of  charcoal  and  axidizec 
clay  (some  with  impressions  of  wooden  elements  1-2  cm.  in  diameter)  declined 
rapidly  outside  of  the  house  structure. 

In  1970,  twelve  slabs  of  sandstone  that  had  been  shaped  by  man  were 
recovered  from  TC:C9:9B.  These  tabular  pieces  of  stone  had  been  shaped  in 
their  outline  only— there  is  no  evidence  of  incising  or  abrasion  of  either 
flat  surface  of  any  specimen.  Each  of  the  slabs  is  reddened  and  blackened 
by  fire,  but  whether  this  was  done  prior  to  or  during  the  burning  of  the 
house  is  not  certain.  Thus,  whether  these  stones  functioned  as  so-called 
"griddle  stones",  as  part  of  the  superstructure  (smoke  hole  cover  or  roof 
patch)  or  both  is  unclear. 


No  firepit  was  defined  at  TC:C9:9B  in  either  1963  or  1970.  However, 
in  1970  an  area  disturbed  by  rodents  was  found  immediately  north  of  the 


canter  of  tbo  boos*  floor.  Dm  fill  of  this  rodent  den  contained  a 
particularly  high  voluee  of  saall  chunks  of  charcoal  and  a  vary  low  voluae 
of  oxidised  clay.  Ibis  rodent  den  Measured  3i  x  20  indies  at  the  floor  and 
nay  represent  a  disturbed  (and  enlarged)  firepit.  If  such  a  firepit  existed, 
it  would  have  aeasured  less  than  20  inches  in  disaster  and  less  than  6  inches 
in  depth,  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  raised  aud  collar  around  the  cir- 
cuaference  of  the  presuaed  firepit. 

the  only  other  floor  features  attributable  to  TC:C9B  are  two  aetatas. 
the  specriaen  frea  Grid  40AA  was  overturned  while  the  one  froa  Grid  40BB  was 
found  working  surface  upright. 

A  lateral  antranceway  facing  the  east  or  adjacent  ooapass  points  was 
anticipated.  However,  such  was  not  defined.  Perhaps  the  stuped  sandstone 
slab  found  at  floor  level  in  grids  38BB  and  39BB  represents  the  cover  for 


Excsvational  Stummry 


In  order  to  conform  to  ay  previous  report  on  excavation  in 
tha  Trinidad  Reservoir  area/  the  following  stnwary  form  will  be 
need.  The  jacal  structure  is  here  called  Feature  1  and  a  separate. 


but  adjacent  test  trench  is  called  Feature  2. 
Feature  1 

type  of  featuret  Single  jacal  or  wattle  and  daub  room. 
Kxcsvatad  by: 


Galen  ft.  Baker 
Stephen  ft.  Ireland 


Flam 

Font  Circular. 


Season  worked: 
1963 
1970 


Sine:  Inside  diesieter  ca.  16  feet. 


Walls/roof t 

Construction:  Jacal  (Wattle  and  daub). 

Standing  height:  3  inches  (charred,  in  situ  perimeter  poet) . 

Probable  height:  5-6  feet. 

wall  Openings  :  Mo  door  defined.  Anticipated  lateral  extended  doorway, 
but  no  evidence  for  such.  Intranee  nay  have  bean  ooahlnad  with 
snake  hole  in  roof.  Mo  ventilator  defined  either. 

Floor:  Shallow  (6  inch)  sanoer-ehaped  depression  in  ground.  Original 
soil  preparation  probably  consisted  of  stripping  of  sod  and  sews 
soil,  wo  evidsnea  of  puddling. 


Poet  holes:  Three  charred  center  posts  end  four  perimeter  poets  in 
situ,  in  addition,  two  charred  wooden  elements  in  holes  were 
located  near  the  center  of  the  structure-interpreted  as  canter 
poets  which  have  bean  distorted  by  rodents. 

Fire  pit:  hone  defined.  However,  a  rather  large  rodent  den  in  the 
center  of  the  floor  may  represent  a  disturbed  end  enlarged  fire 
pit.'.  If  so,  it  would  have  been  less  than  20  lnchaa  in  diameter 
and  lass  than  6  inches  in  depth.  There  wee  no  evidence  of  e  mud 
collar  around  this  rodent  den. 

Other  floor  details:  Two  smtatas  and  two  shaped  sandstone  slabs  which 
nay  have  functioned  as  "griddle  stones"  and/or  smoke  hole  cover. 
Leek  of  evidence  for  additional  peripheral  posts  may  he  due  to 
shallowness  of  holes  end/or  substantial  rodent  activity. 

Pill:  Oppar  3-4  1/2  inches  humus  layer  with  seme  artifacts  end  flecks 
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of  charcoal,  The  approximately  8*14  inches  below  this 
(down  to  floor  level)  was  a  vary  hard#  conpact  sandy 
wind-blown  alluviua.  The  5-6  inches  above  floor  laval 
contained  tha  majority  of  culturally  darivad  aatarial . 

hsarkai  Bodeat  activity  was  substantial  and  evident  at  all 
excavated  levels.  Structure  burned  and  abandoned. 


Feature  2 

type  of  feature:  L-shaped  test  trench. 

Location:  SH  of  jacal  structure}  between  it  and  structure  of 
TC:C9:9 

Excavated  by:  Season  worked: 

Stephen  K.  Ireland  1970 

Sise: 

Width:  15  feet  N-S  (grids  37W#  37XS37Y) 

Length:  15  feet  S-W  (grids  35W#  36  Wfi  37W) . 

Depth:  12  inches  below  soil  .surf  ace  in  grids  37XS37Y: 

6  inches  in  other  grids. 

Fill: 

Qpper  3-4  inches  was  hums  layer.  Manainiag  excavated  depths  were  a 
very  hard#  eonpaet  sandy  wind-blown  alluviua.  Sparse  charcoal  and 
occasional  artifact  at  various  depths  with  no  apparent  cultural 
stratigraphy. 

*  * 

W— art  a:  Lass  rodent  activity  than  in  and  Immediately  adjacent  to 
jacal  structure.  Mo  evidence  of  architecture  despite  several 
sandstone  slabs  on  1970  soil  surface.  Did  not  excavate  deep 
enough  to  locate  aboriginal  soil  surface/use  surface,  enable 
to  associate  the  few  artifacts  from  this  trench  to  any  specific 
structure  because  of  lack  of  cultural  stratigraphy  in  the  trench  ■  • 
and  the  Multiple  occupations  of  this  terrace. 


ARTIFACT  ANALYSIS  AMD  CLASSIFICATION 


Am  aathod  of  artifact  analysis  and  tha  presentation  of  data 
ooofosss  to  previous  reporting  (see  Ireland  1970) .  The  artifacts 
recovered  fro*  this  site  prior  to  1970  are  incorporated  here.  See 
Fig.  S  for  illustrations. 

Chipped  Stone  Artifacts 

Thirty-three  chipped  stone  artifacts  fro*  TC:C9:9B  are  on  deposit 
at  Trinidad  State  Junior  college.  Twenty-nine  are  made  of  argillite* 
two  of  obsidian,  one  of  chalcedony  and  one  of  quart! site. 

Triangular  Side-notched  Projectile  Points 

Only  three  specimens  of  this  type  were  recovered  frasi  this 
sits.  The  easing*  width  of  each  was  below  the  diagonal  notches  (near 
the  base) .  The  basal  outline  for  two  is  slightly  convex.  Of  these  two* 
one  possesses  a  single  notch  as  does  ths  third  specimen.  The  two  with 
a  single  side  notch  aay  be  unfinished. 

Triangular  Corner-notched  Projectile  Points 

The  two  speciaens  of  this  type  were  both  fragmentary  but  coaplete 
enough  to  safely  place  in  this  category.  One  possessed  a  straight  base 
while  the  basal  outline  of  the  other  was  slightly  convex. 


St— ad  Projectile  Points 


Ons  projectile  point  from  TC:C9iSB  possssssd  s  definite  basal 
stan  with  an  otherwise  triangular  outline. 

Projectile  Points  too  Fragmentary  to  Sub-categorize 

Bach  of  the  four  artifacts  of  this  type  was  broken  across  its 
basal  portion  in  such  a  way  that  it  can  not  be  determined  whether  it 
was  side-notched,  corner-notched  or  steamed.  All  presented  a  triangular 
outline. 

Projectile  Points  or  Knives 

Bach  of  the  nine  specimens  placed  in  this  category  were  frag¬ 
mentary  and  demonstrated  no  evidence  of  notches.  Three  of  these  were 
nearly  complete  and  aould  not  have  had  notches.  The  basal  outlines 
of  three  were  slightly  convemi  one  was  greatly  oonvem.  Four  were  highly 
fragmentary  and  may  represent  either  notched  or  unnotched  points.  The 
remaining  artifact  in  this  category  is  roughly  triangular  in  outline  with 
bifacial  secondary  chipping  only  on  its  tip. 

Knives 

All  five  specimens  placed  in  this  category  possess  at  least  ons 
bifacially  chipped  edge.  The  general  outlina  of  each  was  triangular  to 
aub- triangular.  The  two  eonplata  specimens  have  slightly  oonvem  bases. 
One  has  secondary  chipping  on  both  faces  of  all  edges  while  tha  other  - 
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possesses  the  striking  platform  and  has  secondary  chipping  on  one  face  .. 


one  side  and  on  both  faces  of  the  base.  Two  of  the  three  fragmentary  ' 
specimens  are  bifacially  chipped  on  all  edges  present;  the  third  is 
chipped  on  only  one  face  of  one  edge.  None  of  these  five  artifacts  were 
placed  in  the  projectile  point  or  knive  category  because  of  their 
large  sice. 


Drills 


The  original  field  notes  (Baker  et.al.  1963a)  document  the 
presence  of  a  drill  at  TC  *  C9 :  9B .  This  specimen  is  not  on  deposit  at 
T.S. J.C. ,  but  a  description  and  sketch  reveal  its  type  (flared  base) , 
measurements,  and  provenience.  Zt  was  found  in  the  fill.of  the  struc¬ 


ture.  Its  petrographic  cosposition  is  not  documented. 


Scrapers 


Has  one  serpper  from  this  site  possessed  only  one  working  edge— 
along  its  greatest  dimension  or  side.  The  unifacially  chipped  implement 
was  made  from  a  sizeable  core  of  argillite  and  possessed  no  special 


Utilized  Flakes 


shape  or  outline. 


Bight  specimens  have  been  placed  in  this  category.  All  are  of 
argillite  and  all  demonstrate  their  utilization  as  tools  through  scarring 
on  one  or  more  of  their  edges.  The  missing  use  flakes  from  seven  of 


these  indicate  their  om  as  a  knive  or  cutting  tool  while  the  eighth 
was  probably  used  in  a  scraping  notion.  None  show  any  indication  of 
intentional  formation  of  the  tool  into  a  predetermined  form,  in  fact, 
one  poseeeaes  a  striking  platform  and  one  has  a  portion  of  one  edge  that 
was  rounded  by  erosion  (nodules  of  argillite  can  be  found  in  the  Pur¬ 
ge  toire  River  and  in  Pleistocene  gravel  deposits  in  this  area). 
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Unknown. 
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Ground  Stone  Artifacts 


Manos 

Fifteen  manos  were  recovered  from  TC:C9:9B.  Nine  are  complete 
and  six  are  fragmentary.  Only  one  is  longer  them  the  arbitrary  length 
of  18.0  cm.  and  is  therefore  called  a  two-handed  memo.  Seven  of  the 
one-handed  manos  (or  fragments  less  than  18.0  cm.  in  length)  are  unifacial 

while  seven  are  bifacial.  Manos  retrieved  from  this  site  in  1963  were 

*  4 

discarded  prior  to  1968.  Incomplete  information  was  recorded  for  these 

discarded  manos.  Thus,  such  details  as  pecked  working  surfaces  may  have 
been  lost.  One  unifacial  specimen  definitely  possess  a  pecked  working 
surface  and  one  bifacial  example  has  two.  Curiously,  none  of  the 
manos  were  recovered  from  the  floor  of  the  house  structure  and  only  one 
from  the  house  fill  despite  the  presence  of  floor  level  metates. 

Metates 

One  complete  instate  and  ten  fragments  of  instates  are  attributed 
to  this  site.  The  complete  specimen  and  one  nearly  complete  were  located 
an  the  floor  of  the  burned  structure.  The  whole  metate  was  found  in 
an  overturned  position  while  the  other  was  upright.  Three  of  these  eleven 
artifacts  are  of  sandstone  while  eight  are  made  of  vesicular  basalt.  Slab 
metates  possess  a  working  surface  which  is  slightly  depressed  into  a  sur¬ 
face  which  is  parallel  to  its  opposite  side.  Basin  metates  have  a  deep 
concave  working  surface.  The  outer  surfaces  of  the  basin  metates  have 
been  shaped  on  all  surfaces  so  that  the  walls  and  bottom  are  nearly  the 
sane  thickness.  The  metates  recovered  from  this  site  in  1963  were  dis¬ 
carded  prior  to  1968.  Incomplete  data  for  these  artifacts  is  available. 
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Miscellaneous  Stone  Artifacts 

Shaped  Sandstone  Slabs 

In  1970  twelve  slabs  of  sandstone  that  had  l^een  intentionally 
shapped  were  found  at  7C:C9:9B.  Each  of  these  artifacts  had  been 
shaped- by  percussion  in  outline  only.  Sons  have  been  heated,  but 
whether  as  a  griddle  stone  or  in  the  burning  of  the  structure  or  both 
is  uncertain.  Any  of  several  specimens  could  have  functioned  as  a 
cover  for  a  possible  sacks  hole  or  cover  for  a  possible  roof  entrance. 
Those  with  one  or  more  edges  Bade  frost  a  long  single  unaltered  fracture 
are  presumed  to  be  fragmentary . 


Stone  Pipe 


A  fragment  of  a  stone  pipe  of  limestone  was  found  on  the  «Ml 
surface  in  Grid  32AA.  The  pipe  was  apparently  never  completed  as  the 
holes  drilled  from  either  end  did  not  meet.  The  angle  between  the  incom¬ 
plete  bowl  and  incomplete  stem  of  the  fragment  is  135*.  This  pipe  fragment 
is  nearly  identical  to  two  pipe  fragments  found  in  the  adjacent  structure 
(TC:C9: 9) .  Because  this  particular  fragment  was  nearly  equidistant  between 
the  Jxro  structures,  it  isn't  certain  to  which  inventory  it  should  be  assigne< 


Graphite 

Seven  pieces  of  graphite  came  from  TC:C9:9B.  Three  had  several  work 
facets  and  four  display  no  evidence  of  alteration  by  man.  Whether  this 
graphite  was  used  as  an  abrasive  or  a  pigment  or  both  is  not  known. 
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Shell  Artifacts 


A  single  specimen  is  placed  in  this  category:  a  fragment  of  a 
pendant  of  unknown  genus  and  species.  It  was  found  in  the  fill  of 
the  structure  in  Grid  40AA. 

Bone  and  Antler  Art i feats 
Awls 

Each  of  the  six  awls  from  TC:C9:9B  is  made  from  a  splinter 
of  mammalian  long  bone.  TWO  are  complete;  four  are  presumed  fragmentary. 

Tubular  Bone  Beads 

This  category  is  represented  by  ten  beads  made  from  the  bones 
of  small  mammals  (probably  rabbit) .  They  have  been  arbitrarily  sub¬ 
divided  by  outside  diameter:  1)  small  (less  than  0.50  cm.),  2)  medium 

(0.51-0.70  cm.),  and  3) (large  greater  than  0.70  cm.). 

Bone  Bead  Discards 

The  epiphyseal  end  of  a  rodent  femur  which  has  been  purpose-fully 
cut  was  recovered  from  the  fill  of  the  structure.  It  was  placed  in  this 
category  in  the  belief  that  it  represents  the  discard  or  wastage  from  the 
manufacture  of  tubular  bone  beads. 

Tine  Tool 

A  tine  of  deer  antler  was  found  at  the  floor  level.  Though  the  tip 
was  missing,  some  use  polish  was  evident  near  the  broken  tip. 
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Ceramics 


120  shards  of  various  categories  were  retrieved  from  the  general 
site  area  in  1963  and  1970.  Of  this  total,  11  are  Taos  Incised,  99  are 
a  locally  manufactured  plainware,  two  are  an  unidentified  whitevare, 
four  are  corrugated  and  four  are  Stamper  Cordmarked. 

« 

Locally  Manufactured  Plainware  (Indigenous) 

My  coaparison  of  these  99  sherds  to  those  from  TC:C9:9  identified 
by  Stewart  Peckhaa,  Museum  of  New  Mexico  Research  Laboratory,  as  Taos 
Incised  of  local  (Trinidad  Region)  manufacture  is  quite  favorable  (see 
Ireland  1970:112-113) .  In  fact,  these  99  sherds  froai  TC:C9:9B  are  vir¬ 
tually  indistinguishable  front  the  locally  manufactured  Taoe  Incised 
except  for  surface  decorations  none  of  these  99  sherds  display  the 
parallel  incised  lines  and/or  herring  bone  pattern  so  characteristic  of 
Taos  Incised!  This  ceramic  sample  includes  portions  of  vessels  from 
the  bottom  to  the  rim  yet  none  display  any  form  of  decoration  other 
than  basket  impressions  on  the  bottom  of  the  vessels  (a  trait  also  found 
on  some  Taoe  Incised  vessels) . 

That  the  vessels  represented  by  these  99  fragments  were  produced 
in  the  Trinidad  area  is  beyond  question.  But  their  lack  of  surface  decora* 
tion  does  create  a  typological  problem.  In  his  preliminary  report  on  the 
survey  of  the  Trinidad  Reservoir,  Dick  (1963:3)  described  a  new  type  of 
ceramics  he  felt  was  indigenous  to  the  Sopris  Phase  of  the  Upper  Purgat- 
oire  Complex:  Sopris  Plain  Ware.  His  complete  description  of  Sopris 


Plain  Ware  follows  (Dick  1963:3): 


A  thick,  rough,  coiled  ware  with  abundant,  large,  sand 
temper.  The  surface  is  rough  with  basket  impressions 
near  the  bottom,  occasionally  extend  half-way  up  small 
jars.  Some  large  jars  have  a  modified  pointed  bottom. 
Rims  are  thin  and  have  extreme  eversion.  Necks  are 
slightly  constricted.  All  are  locally  made.  This  type 
is  by  far  the  majority  of  the  wares  found. 


Since  my  introduction  to  Trinidad  archaeology  in  1968,  I  have 
sought  evidence  for  this  indigenous  ceramic  type  in  the  sites  I  was 
analyzing.  Until  now,  I  felt  I  had  no  such  evidence. 

Z  will  place  these  99  sherds  from  TC:C9:9B  in  the  Sopris  Plain 
Ware  category  while  noting  the  following  exceptions  to  the  described 
ware: 

1)  This  ceramic  sample  contains  basket-impressions  on  the 
bottom  of  the  vessels  only. 

2)  This  ceramic  sample  contains  only  slightly  rounded  vessels 

* —  - 
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3)  This  ceramic  sample  contains  no  evidence  of  extreme 
eversion  of  rims. 

4)  Although  this  type  is  the  majority  at  TC:C9:9B,  I 
doubt  that  would  prove  true  of  most  other  Trinidad 
area  sites. 


Clearly,  a  reexamination  of  the  ceramics  at  the  adjacent  structure 
(TC:C9:9)  is  in  order.  A  portion  of  those  sherds  I  categorized  as 
locally  manufactured  Taos  Incised  (Ireland  1970,  1971)  can  probably  be 
classed  as  Sopris  Plain  ware.  However,  because  of  the  extreme  similarity 
between  the  locally  produced  Taos  Incised  and  what  I  am  here  calling  Sopris 
Plain,  that  reexamination  would  be  exceedingly  difficult.  In  fact,  my 
microscopic  comparison  indicates  they  are  identical  save  for  the 
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abcrve-the-shoulder  decorations  of  the  unquestionably  locally  manu¬ 
factured  Taos  Incised.  At  this  time.  X  have  no  evidence  of  the 
temporal  relationship  of  these  two  types  although  X  suspect  the 
manufacture  of  Sopris  Plain  is  roughly  contemporaneous  with  the 
locally  produced  Taos  Incised. 

Because  the  99  sherds,  X  am  classifying  as  Sopris  Plain  do  not 
precisely  conform  to  the  description  of  that  type,  a  description  of  the 
ceramic  sample  from  TC : C9 : 9B  follows: 

Sample:  99  sherds  total.  One  rim  sherd. 

Paste: 

Method  of  manufacture:  Coiling.  Finishing  was  by 
paddle  and  anvil  with  anvil  impressions  visible  on 
vessels  interiors. 

Temper:  Particles  of  quartz  and  some  feldspar  com¬ 
prise  approximately  15-20%  by  volume.  Particles  are 
both  angular  and  sub- angular  and  vary  in  size  from 
0. 5-1.0  mm.  with  a  few  near  3.5  mm.  Some  tamper  ig 
visible  on  both  vessel  interiors  and  exteriors. 

Texture:  Medium  to  very  coarse  with  most  in  the 
medium  range.  The  composition  varies  a  great  deal 
even  within  the  same  small  sherd.  In  making  a 
"fresh  break"  with  a  pair  of  pliers,  portions  of 
several  sherds  were  pulverized  while  most  produced 
a  "clean”  break. 

Color:  Colors  range  from  black  (2.5YR  2.5/0)to 
light  reddish  brown  (2. SYR  6/4)  with  most  a  very 
pals  brown  (around  10YR  7/3  ).  Cores  range  from 
black  (2. SYR  2.5/0)  to  light  reddish  brown  (2.5YR 
6/4). 

Surface  finish:  Irregular  with  anvil  and  scrape  marks 
visible  on  interior  surfaces.  On  several  examples  scraping 
of  both  interior  and  exterior  surfaces  displaced  superficial 
pieces  of  temper. 
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Form: 

Lip:  Bounded. 

Rim:  Slightly  outcurved. 

Body:  No  restore able  vessels  but  globular  body  with 

curved  shoulder  is  apparent. 

Size:  Uncertain 

Appendages:  One  lug  similar  in  size  and  form  to  those 
found  in  Taos  Incised. 

Decoration:  Two  large  basket-impressed  sherds  represent 

the  bases  of  two  vessels.  No  other  decoration 
is  evident. 


Taos  Incised  (Trade) 

I  have  placed  11  sherds  in  this  category  after  conparison  with 
sherds  from  TC:C9:9  identified  by  Steward  Peckham,  Museum  of  New 
Mexico  Research  Laboratory  (Ireland  1970:  112) •  These  11  sherds  conform 

to  the  previously  identified  trade  sherds  from  TC : C9 : 9  and  to  the  type 
description  given  by  Peckham  and  Reed  (1963) .  None  of  these  can  positively 
be  attributed  to  the  structure  at  TC:C9:9B. 


Corrugated  (Trade) 

The  four  sherds  placed  in  this  category  probably  represent 
three  vessels.  One  and  perhaps  all  three  vessels  were  not  fully 
corrugated  as  corrugations  are  not  present  on  part  of  one  sherd.  Thus, 
at  least  one  of  the  vessels  was  neck -banded.  The  two  rim  sherds  differ 
slightly:  one  has  a  rounded  lip  while  the  lip  of  the  other  is  flattened. 
Three  of  four  corrugated  sherds  are  of  extra-architectural  provenience. 


Stamper  Cordnarked  (Tirade) 

four  obliterated  corctaarked  sherds  are  from  the  surface 
collection.  Each  of  the  four  was  found  sene  distance  below  (north 
of)  the  structure  at  TC:C9:9B.  Thus,  they  nay  not  belong  to  the 
content#  of  this  house. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Bell,  University  of  Oklahoma,  has  generously 
identified  cordnarked  sherds  fron  the  Trinidad  Reservoir  area.  When 
presented  with  what  I  believe  was  a  complete  representative  sample  of 
cordnarked  sherds  fron  this  region,  his  identification  for  each  was: 
Steeper  cordnarked.  The  sherds  so  classified  are  from  TC:C9:9  (Ireland 
1970,  1971),  TC:C9<102  (Baker  1964),  and  TC:C9tl44  (a  four  toon  stone 
structure  excavated  in  1972) .  My  own  comparison  of  these  identified 
cermic  samples  with  the  four  cordnarked  sherds  fron  the  surface 
collection  of  7C:C9:9B  is  exceedingly  favorable.  X  will,  without  hesi¬ 
tation,  call  these  four  sherds  Stamper  Cordnarked. 
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OTHER  COLLECTED  SPECIMENS 
Sonutilized  Chipped  Stone  Materials 

A  total  of  130  flakes  of  chipped  stone  materials  which  presented 
no  evidence  of  utilization  were  recovered  from  the  general  site  area. 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  these  flakes  are  irregular  in  outline  with 
only  a  few  flakes  with  parallel  sides. 

109  flakes  are  of  arguillite,  6  obsidian,  5  alibates,  3  chalcedony, 

3  "moss  agate"  (chalcedony) ,  2  jasper,  1  quartizite  and  1  chert.  These 
materials  were  located  throughout  the  site  area  and  at  various  levels.  The 
greatest  concentration  of  flakes  came  from  grids  35W  and  36W  (Feature  2)  at  the 
at  the  0-3  inch  level.  54  flakes  were  of  this  provenience:  47  argillite, 

2  obsidian,  1  alibates,  1  "moss  agate”,  1  jasper,  1  quartizite  and  1  chert. 

Only  30  flakes  have  intra-architectural  provenience:  29  argillite  and 
1  chalcedony. 

As  mentioned  previously,  argillite  is  a  readily  available  local 
material.  One  extra-architectural  flake  of  argillite  from  this  collection 
possesses  a  striking  platform  with  erosion-rounded  edges.  Nodules  or 
cores  of  argillite  can  today  be  found  in  the  Purgatoire  flood  plain  and 
Pleistocene  gravel  deposits  in  this  urea.  It  would  seem  likely  that  the 
aboriginal  users  of  this  material  would  have  prefered  these  "quality  tested” 
specimens  over  the  quarrying  of  argillite.  In  either  event,  it  is  a  poor 
material  for  controlled  flaking. 


Human  Osteological  Remains — TC:C9i9B 


Skeletal  elements  of  human  were  found  in  both  1963  and  1970*  There 
ia  no  evidence  of  a  burial  although  these  human  bones  may  represent  a 
disturbed  burial  or  burials.  The  few  such  osteological  materials  recovered 
were  distributed  over  the  area  of  the  burned  structure  and  at  shallow  depths 
That  these  bones  were  deposited  in  their  recovered  positions  after  the 
burning  of  the  bouse  structure  is  obvious.  But  whether  the  individual  (s) 
represented  was  a  member  of  this  household  is  not  certain. 

A  description  of  the  elements  and  their  provenience  follows.  A  mandibu¬ 
lar  second  molar  (2GM/0-6") ,  vertebral  fragment— body  (20Q/3-6") ,  vertebral 
fragment — neural  arch  (392/10") >  phalanx  fragment — 2nd  or  3rd  (20N/6-12") , 
and  two  fragments  of  the  left  Sth  metacarpal  (41AA/in  rodent  burrow) . 

The  amount  of  attrition  on  the  molar  indicates  an  age  of  ca.  20+  years.  All 
other  elements  are  from  an  adult  or  perhaps  two  or  more  adults. 


Faunal  Analysis:  TC:C9:9B 
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Ruth  Benritze 

Procedure 

TVo  hundred  and  eighty-five  bone  and  bone  fragments  were  recovered 
at  TC:C9:9B.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  have  been  identified  and 
assigned  to  the  lowest  possible  taxonomic  division.  A  of  fifteen 

species  are  represented.  The  identification  was  facilitated  by  the  use 
of  the  TSJC  Archaeology  Lab.  comparative  osteology  collection  and  ref¬ 
erence  publications  given  later  in  this  report.  Information  was  carefully 
recorded  for  each  bone  specimen  including:  animal  represented,  element 
represented,  portion  of  bone  present,  right  or  left  side,  any  evidence  of 
butchering,  utilization  or  burning,  and  provenience.  Tables  I  and  II 
provide  some  of  this  information  with  other  data,  not  apparent  in  the 
tabulation,  given  in  the  following  text  summaries. 

Family  Corvidae 

One  hundred  and  five  bone  and  bone  fragments  were  identified  as 
deer  indicating  a  heavy  exploitation  of  this  species.  Seventy  were 
directly  associated  with  the  occupational  level  of  the  structure  and  the 
remainder  recovered  in  the  fill  which  probably  represents  a  later 
occupation. 

The  highly  fragmental  condition  of  the  long  bones  represented  suggests 
tits  smashing  of  these  elements  for  further  utilization  as  tools  after  they 
had  been  cracked  open  for  the  marrow. 
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Only  a  small  number  of  bones  show  evidence  of  being  burned.  Two 
long  bone ,  two  ribs  and  the  axis  fragment  were  charred.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  of  the  rib  fragments ,  all  were  recovered  within  the  limits 
of  the  structure. 

Fourteen  very  small  scapula  fragments  (recorded  in  the  long  bone 
fragment  column  for  the  convenience  of  simplicity)  were  found.  With  the 
exception  of  three ,  all  were  recovered  outside  of  the  structure. 

One  rib  fragment  has  cut  marks;  possibly  evidence  of  butchering. 

Family  Felidae 

• 

Lynx  rufus,  bobcat/  is  represented  by  the  presence  of  a  right 
ulna  recovered  from  the  occupational  level  on  the  northwest  side  of 
the  structure.  A  rib  fragment,  possibly  of  the  same  species,  found 
eight  inches  above  the  fallen  roof  was  assigned  to  a  later  deposition. 

Family  Canidae 

One  bone  and  three  bone  fragments  found  within  the  structure  area 
were  identified  as  canid.  Only  one,  a  rib  fragment,  could  be  definately 
assigned  to  the  occupational  level.  This  rib  was  from  am  individual  that 
was  slightly  larger  than  a  coyote. 

Of  the  remaining  three  canid  elements  two,  a  whole  rib  and  the 
distal  fragment  of  a  middle  phalanx,  are  both  slightly  larger  in  size  than 
that  of  coyote.  The  fourth,  a  proximal  metatarsal  fragment,  is  slightly 
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larger  In  sise  than  that  of  coyote.  The  fourth,  a  proximal  metatarsal 
fragment#  is  slightly  smaller  than  that  of  a  coyote. 

Family  Leporidae 

Eleven  elements  represent  at  least  three  species  of  rabbit.  All 
except  one  were  found  within  the  limits  of  the  structure  and  all  at 
occupation  level.  Cottontail  was  the  most  frequent  with  four#  two 
were  identified  as  Snowshoe  hare  and  one  as  Jackrabbit.  Three  of  the 
bone  beads  recovered  could  be  identified  as  rabbit  and  #39BB-4  is  the 
cutoff  distal  end  of  a  rabbit  femur  generally  referred  to  as  a  "discard" 
from  the  process  of  making  bone  beads. 

Family  Sciuridae 

A  right  and  left  mandible  including  dentaries  were  recovered  of 
Prairie  dog.  TWo  individuals  are  represented  as  determined  by  the  wear 
on  the  teeth.  The  teeth  of  the  left  mandible  had  extensively  more  wear 
than  that  of  the  right  one.  The  presence  of  this  species  may  or  may 
not  be  of  cultural  significance. 

Family  Geonyidae 

A  single  gopher  is  represented  by  the  presence  of  a  left  femur.  The 
presence  of  this  species  may  or  may  not  be  of  cultural  significance. 
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Family  Bovidae/Cervidae 


Twenty-four  bona  fragments  have  been  classified  as  representing 
either  bison  or  elk.  The  fragments  are  those  of  long  bones  having  walls 
too  thick  to  be  aasigned  to  deer  (or  other  smaller  ungulates).  Also 
present  are  a  glenoid  cavity  of  a  left  scapular  and  a  large  sesmoid  bone. 
The  scapula  fragment  is  too  fragmental  to  firmly  assign  to  one  of  these 

t 

two  large  species.  Most  of  the  material  was  recovered  on  the  floor  level 
and  within  the  limits  of  the  structure.  Three  of  the  bone  fragments  were 
burned,  one  recovered  from  the  inside  and  two  outside  of  the  structure. 
Six  of  the  fragments  that  fall  into  this  grouping  could  not  be  assigned 
to  the  occupational  level. 


Class  Aves 

Eleven  of  the  fifteen  bird  bones  recovered  were  identified  as  rep¬ 
resenting  Mallard  Duck,  Eagle,  Crane,  Quail,  Magpie  and  crow.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  material  was  from  within  the  limits  of  the  structure;  with 
mam  from  each  species  located  within  the  house  structure.  The  eagle 
bone,  a  distal  fragment  of  an  ulna,  was  found  under  a  shaped  sandstone 
slab  in  grid  40 BE.  This  fragment  has  three  deep  cut  marks  transverse  to 
the  shaft  of  the  bone. 
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Discussion 


lbs  fbuul  rosins ’.wars  scattsrsd  over  tbs  sntirs  area#  but 
definite  concentrations  are  apparent  in  grids  39Y,  40BB,  37AA  and 
37S.  Only  eleven  bone  fragments  showed  any  evidence  of  being  burned. 

Daer  was  the  prefered  large  animal  for  food  and  tools.  The 
lack  of  vertebral  and  pelvic  elements  suggests  that  the  deer  nay  have 
been  butchered  at  the  location  of  the  kill  and  these  bones  left  behind # 
or  these  unused  portions  of  the  deer  skeleton  were  not  recovered.  Perhaps 
they  were  discarded  over  the  edge  of  the  bluff  at  the  occupation  site#  or  if 
present#  given  to  their  dogs  that  could  have  carried  then  off.  The  presence 
of  a  deer  tins  tool  is  the  only  evidence  of  the  utilisation  of  the  head  of 
this  animal.  With  the  exception  of  the  two  maxillary  fragments#  the 
remainder  of  the  cranial  bones  recovered  were  in  very  small  fragments. 

Sons  undetermined  utilisation  of  the  phalanges  of  the  deer  is 
indicated.  One  proximal  phalanx  has  been  split  longitudinally  and 
another  has  been  altered.  The  later#  a  whole  bone#  has  been  thinned  by 
removing  part  of  the  exterior  of  the  walls  of  the  articular  ends#  and  a 
small  hole  has  been  made  in  the  ventral  wall  of  the  proximal  end  of  the 
bone.  The  number  of  phalanges  present  seem  relatively  high  in  comparison 
to  the  ratio  of  the  other  elements. 

The  two  right  proximal  scapula  fragmanta  have  been  altered.  Both 
scapula  fragmanta  have  had  the  spine  and  the  superior  border  removed. 

Both  specimens  have  a  high  degree  of  wear  polish  that  suggests  they  are 
the  ruins  of  some  type  of  tool.  The  smell  scapula  fragments  recovered 
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My  indicate  that  tha  alteration  wan  done  at  the  occupation  site. 

Dog  remains  have  been  identified  from  two  excavated  sites  (TC: 

C9 1 20/A  c  TC:C9:24)  in  the  immediate  area  and  time  span  related  to  TC: 
C9:9B.  The  canid  elements  recovered  at  TC :  C9 :  9B  prevent  any  firm 
identification*  but  the  sizes  of  the  canid  elements  present  suggests  the 
possibility  of  dog. 

Of  the  smaller  animals*  rabbit  was  undoubtedly  favored  for  food  as 
well  as  the  extensive  utilization  of  the  long  bones  for  bead  making.  The 
presence  of  the  Snowshoe  Hare  suggests  either  a  change  from  the  present 
lwmadlate  environment  or  that  the  inhabitants  hunted  at  a  considerable 
distance  (higher  in  elevation)  from  the  occupation  site.  The  habitat  of 
the  Snowshoe  Hare  is  within  conifer  stands  and  dense  undergrowth.  The 
presence  of  Prairie  Dog  is  also  interesting.  You  would  not  expect  to 
find  Prairie  Dog  and  Snowshoe  Hare  in  the  same  habitat.  The  occupants  of 
the  structure  had  to  go  elsewhere  for  one  or  the  other  or  both. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  elk  and  bison  could  have  been  found  not 
too  distant  from  the  occupation  site.  With  the  exception  of  the  scapulas 
only  the  long  bones  are  present.  The  large  size  of  these  animals  would 
suggest  that  butchering  was  done  at  the  kill  site  and  only  selected  por¬ 
tions  brought  in. 


The  major  portion  of  the  bird  remains  are  long  bone  elements.  This 
may  be  due  to  the  less  fragile  nature  of  these  elements  or  possibly  their 


presence  may  be  due  to  their  known  utilisation  by  the  occupants  for 


making  bone  beads.  The  cut  marks  on  the  eagle  ulna  suggest  some  under temined 


use  of  this  bone*  or  possibly  resulting  from  the  removal  of  the  eagle  wing 


for  the  use  of  the  feathers. 

Die  Mount  of  faunal  material  recovered  may  indicate  a  relatively 
short  duration  of  occupation.  The  location  of  the  structure  gave 
convenient  access  for  disposal  of  rufuge  over  the  bank  into  the  river 
below.  This  situation  may  also  account  for  the  limited  amount  of  faunal 
remains  present.  Pi non  nuts  and  a  variety  and  abundance  of  plant  foods 
available  in  the  immediate  area  may  have  been  a  considerable  part  of  the 
diet  of  the  occupants.  As  to  the  question  of  year  round  or  seasonal 
occupation. . .no  conclusive  or  positive  statement  can  be  made.  The  crane 
is  a  spring  and  fall  migrant  in  the  region.  The  Mallard  Duck*  Magpie, 
Crow  arm  common  residents.  The  Bald  eagle  is  a  winter  visitor  and 
the  Golden  eagle  is  a  sinner  resident.  The  prairie  dog  hibernates  during 
the  winter  and  is  active  only  during  the  warmer  months  of  the  year. 

Mo  newborn  species  remains  were  recovered  nor  any  botanical  evidence  to 
give  more  exact  seasonal  occupation  evidence. 
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Conclusions:  TC:C9 : 9B 


120  sherds  of  various  categories  were  retrieved  from  TC:C9:9B  in 
1963  and  1970.  The  prehistoric  occupation  of  the  alluvial  terrace  upon 
which  this  site  is  located  is  most  certainly  a  long  and  complex  one.  With 
this  writing,  only  two  of  the  three  excavated  structures  on  this  terrace  havi 
been  reported  upon.  The  third,  TC:C9i8,  was  excavated  in  1968  by  Edwin  L. 
Guilinger.  Additional  excavation  on  this  terrace  would  probably  reveal 
additional  structures.  Because  of  the  complexity <of  the  situation,  those 
artifacts  from  TC:C9:9B  which  were  stratigraphically  above  the  fill  of 
the  house  cannot  be  safely  attributed  to  the  occupants  of  that  structure. 

Thus  all  10  of  the  Taos  Incised,  77  of  the  99  locally  manufactured  Sopris 
Plain,  both  of  the  unidentified  whiteware,  three  of  the  four  corrugated, 
and  all  four  Stopper  Cordnarked  are  here  eliminated  from  the  artifact 
inventory  of  the  jacal  structure*  This  leaves  only  23  sherds:  22  Sopris 
Plain  and  one  corrugated. 

The  house  structure  at  this  site  is  of  a  type  previously  unreported  in 
the  Upper  Purgatoire  River  Valley.  This  single-roomed  circular  structure 
for  a  time  appeared  to  be  unique  for  this  small  geographical  area.  However, 
in  the  197 1  and  1972  field  seasons  a  very  similar  structure  was  excavated 
at  TC:C9*20.  This  other  circular  jacal  structure  is  designated  as 
TC:C9: 20/A-B  and  is  approximately  one  airline  mile  from  TC : 09 : 9B .  TC: 

C9: 20/A-B  is  about  20  feet  in  diameter,  possesses  two  firepits,  and  a  small  | 
sub-floor  storage  pit.  This  jacal  structure  contained,  among  other  things, 
Taos  B/W,  Gallup  B/W,  Taos  Incised,  and,  perhaps  Sopris  Plain  ceramics.  A 
cursory  ooeparison  of  these  two  jacal  structures  and  their  contents  shows 


a  high  degree  of  similarity.  Thus  it  would  seem  that  these  two 
structures  wore  roughly  contemporaneous ,  and  that  both  sites  can  be 
placed  in  the  Upper  Purge toire  Complex,  A.D.  1000-1300.  The  taxonomic 
placement  of  TC:C9i9B  will  be  discussed  further  in  the  Final  Conclusion 
section. 
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Hie  site  was  located  about  4  miles  west  of  Trinidad,  Colorado  at 
an  approximate  elevation  of  6,110  feet  above  sea  level.  (T.33S,R64W, 

SE  NW  S.27).  It  was  situated  on  the  first  alluvial  slope  immediately 
south  of  the  Purgatoire  River  and  about  25  feet  above  the  current  flood 
plain  which,  until  recently,  was  utilized  for  raising  corn. 

Under  National  Park  Service  Contract,  Number  14-10-0232-787,  this 
site  was  excavated  by  Galen  R.  Baker  and  Trinidad  State  Junior  College 
students  during  July  and  August,  1963.  A  five  foot  horizontal  grid 
system  was  imposed  over  the  general  site  area.  The  original  excavation 
preceded  by  arbitrary  six  inch  levels  except  where  cultural  stratigraphy 
allowed.  Because  of  its  close  proximity  to  the  location  of  the  Trinidad 
Dam,  this  site  was  recently  destroyed. 

The  analysis  of  TC:C9:23  presented  here  was  undertaken  because  of 
inadequate  previous  analysis  and  reporting  (see  Baker  1964  and  1967) . 

These  two  sources,  field  notes  (Baker,  et.  al.  1963b),  student-drawn 
base  maps,  numerous  photographs  and  collected  specimens  on  deposit  at 
the  Laboratory  of  Archaeology,  Trinidad  State  Junior  college  constituted  my 
source  materials  for  this  analysis.  Although  based  upon  sources  other  than 
mine,  this  presentation  is  uniquely  mine. 

Architectural  Features 

TC:C9: 23  consisted  of  two  contiguous  surface  rooms  which  burned  and 
subsequently  were  abandoned.  The  precise  nature  of  the  structure  can  not  be 
stated  with  certainty.  The  exact  location  of  the  outer  walls  of  both  rooms 


was  not  determined.  Neither  the  original  base  map  nor  the  original  field 
notes  (Baker  et.  al.  1963b)  agree  trith  the  plan  of  TC:C9:23  presented 
by  Baker  (1964:12).  The  base  map  here  presented  as  Figure  6  is  in  agree¬ 
ment  with  both  the  original  base  map  and,  the  field  notes  (Note  differences 
in  placement  of  walls  and  size  of  firepits  and  oriface  of  the  bell-shaped 
pit) .  The  lower  portion  of  the  walls  of  Room  1  were  apparently  con¬ 
structed  of  mud  with  incorporated  vertically  placed  sandstone  slabs. 

Baker  (1964:13)  states  that  both  rooms  of  TC:C9:23  were  constructed  of 
brush  or  jacal  yet  excludes  this  method  of  construction  for  Boom  1  in  the 
field  notes  and  a  later  manuscript  (Baker  1967) .  Yet  in  two  lourcea  it  is 
stated  that  the  probable  western  limits  of  Room  1  were  deterained  by  a 
vertical  sandstone  slab  with  no  evidence  of  sockets  for  a  brush  or  jacal 
wall  (Baker  et  al.  1963b)  Baker  1967:25). 


Dm  field  notes  (Baker  et.al.  1963b)  state  that  a  portion  of  the  north  { 

wall  of  Boon  1  was  composed  of  adobe  and  stone  which  abutted  the  Room  1- 
Rocm  2  partition.  The  apparent  northern  and  southern  limits  of  Room  1 
were  partially  determined  by  flat  rectilinear  rocks  which  were  presumed  to 
represent  adobe  and  stone  walls  (Baker  1967:25;  Baker  et.  al.  1963b). 

Thus ,  the  lower  walls  of  Room  1  were  apparently  not  constructed  of  jacal 
or  brush.  All  evidence  indicated  that  the  walls  of  Room  2  were  of  jacal 
or  socketed  posts*  brush  and  mud*  however.  The  adobe  and  stone  "partition1* 

c 

between  Room  1  and  Room  2  is  difficult  to  explain.  Though  conjectural*  from 
its  method  of  construction  and  placement  it  would  seem  likely  that  this  par¬ 
tition  was  the  original  east  wall  of  Roam  1  to  which  Room  2  was  later  added. 

There  was  direct  evidence  to  indicate  that  the  roof  of  Room  1  was 
composed  of  a  lattice  work  of  wood  beams  at  least  4  inches  in  diameter  with 
small  brandies,  twigs  and  earth  covering  these  (Baker  et.al.  1963b;  Baker  196 
25) .  It  would  seem  likely  that  this  roof  was  flat  and  perhaps  slightly 
pitched.  The  roof  for  Room  2  presumably  consisted  of  the  same  elements 
used  in  the  walls  of  that  room.  A  conical  or  dome-shaped  outline  is 
postulated  for  Room  2.  Unworked  tabular  sandstone  slabs  of  various  shapes 
and  sizes  found  throughout  die  fill  of  both  rooms  can  be  interpreted  as 
representing  portions  of  the  walls  and/or  roofs.  These  stones  may  have 
been  placed  within  the  adobe  walls  of  Room  1  (including  the  wall  separating  I 
Rooms  1  and  2)  or  as  a  means  of  closing  holes  in  the  walls  of  Room  2  or 
the  roofs  of  either  room. 

No  exterior  doorway  was  defined  for  the  combined  rooms.  Baker 
(1964 i 12-13)  describes  a  doorway  between  Room  1  and  Roam  2  with  vertical 


sandstone  slabs  on  each  side  and  a  lintel.  The  stone  slabs  each  measured 
about  8x3x22  inches  with  the  width  of  the  doorway  15  inches  and  its 
height  about  22  inches  (Baker  et.  al.  1963b).  The  field  notes  do  not 
verify  the  presence  of  a  lintel  for  this  doorway.  The  narrowness  of  this 
doorway  (a  scant  15  inches)  may  indicate  that  it  originally  functioned  as 
an  exterior  doorway  for  Room  1. 

Baker  (1967:24-27)  reported  two  distinct  occupation  levels  for 
TC:C9:23.  Prior  reporting  (Baker  1964)  did  not  mention  this.  Baker  (1964) 
suggested  a  possible  seasonal  (summer)  occupation.  While  I  cannot  discount 
the  possibility  of  seasonal  occupation,  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  there 
is  no  evidence  of  two  distinct  occupation  levels.  Rather,  after  careful 
detailed  examination  of  all  available  sources,  I  believe  Baker  interpreted 
the  upper  limits  of  the  burned  and  fallen  roofs /walls  as  the  upper  (or 
more  recent)  floor  level.  All  floor  features  depicted  in  Figure  6  (and 
Baker  1964:12,  Figure  4)  are  attributed  to  the  lower  (or  second)  floor 
level  by  Baker  (1967)  and  Baker  et.  al.  (1963b)  save  for  the  fire  pit  in 
Room  1  (  hare  <called  FP-1) .  Several  detailed  cross-sections  of  FP-1 
(Baker  at.  al.  1963b)  do  not  show  a  four  inch  adobe  collar  (height  or  width 
unstated) .  Numerous  photographs  of  FP-1  do  not  verify  its  existence  at  the 
upper  "floor"  level  or  the  adbbe  collar.  Also,  other  various  features  and 
artifacts  point  to  the  presence  of  but  one  floor  level  (the  lower  one) .  For 
instance ,  Baker  (1967:26)  attributes  two  slab  metates  to  the  upper  occupation 
level  even  though  .they  were  embedded  or  buried  in  the  upper  "floor"  level.  In 
short,  I  can  find  no  conclusive  evidence  of  two  occupation  levels  at  TC:C9 : 23 . 


Floor  features  in  Room  1  are  a  centred,  fire  pit  25  inches  in  diameter 
and  8  inches  in  depth  and  a  bell-shaped  cooking  pit  (function  assumed)  16  j 
inches  deep  with  a  maximum  inside  diameter  of  22  inches  (Baker  1963b  and  1967) • 
Baker  et.  al.  (1963b)  state  that  the  oriface  of  this  bell-shaped  pit  measured 
20  inches  by  21  inches.  If  this  were  the  case,  the  pit  would  hardly  be 
bell-shaped.  1  think  it  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  original  oriface 
was  something  less  than  the  above  dimensions. 

Floor  features  in  Room  2  consisted  of  five  post  holes,  a  fire  pit 
and  an  adjoining  ash  pit  (Baker  et.  al.  1963b;  Baker  1964,  1967). 

The  five  post  holes  were  arranged  in  a  semi-circular  fashion  and  may  represent 
the  outer  limits  of  Room  2.  The  contiguous  fire  pit  and  ash  pit  were 

immediately  north  of  the  center  of  the  room.  The  fire  pit  possessed  a  mud 

X 

collar  1-  1  1/2  indies  in  height  around  its  circumference.  The  diameter  of 
the  fire  pit  was  25  inches  and  depth  10  inches.  The  ash  pit  was  circular 
with  a  diameter  of  17  inches  and  depth  of  7  inches. 
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Figure  8c*  TCiC9i23f  1963.  Trowel  at  left  canter 
la  in  fir*  Pit  1.  E-W  trench  at  laft  background 
in  in  Room  1.  Upright  door  alaba  in  center. 
North  arrow  in  Fire  Pit  2. 


'i*. 


V/ 


% 


*?> 


.  <■ 


Figure  0b.  Fire  Pit  2  and  eontiguoua  aah  pit, 
TCiC9t23,  1963.  Surrounding  area  ha a  not  been 
excavated  to  floor  level.  Note  nud  collar  around 
f ira  pit  flight  color) .  Dark  ataina  in  fire  pit 
and  aouth  of  it  were  cauaed  by  water 


Description  of  Features 


Bach  room  was  given  a  separate  feature  designation  by  Galen  Baker 
at  the  ties  of  the  original  excavation  (that  is,  Feature  A* 

and  Feature  B) .  Baker  (1964)  chose  to  present  the  architectural  features 
as  Boons  (Boca  1  and  Rooa  2).  The  1964  designation  method  is  retained 
here. 


Type  of  feature:  Surface  rooa. 

Excavated  by:  Galen  Baker,  1963. 

Flan: 

Fora:  Uncertain  —  either  trapesoidal  or  rectangular. 

Sise:  About  18  feet  N-S »  about  IS  feet  E-W. 

Mote:  Baker  (1964:12)  depicts  as  about  18  feet  N-S» 
about  11  feet  B-W. 


Halls: 


Construction:  bower  valla  of  adobe  with  low  volute  of  sandstone 
slabs.  Note:  Baker  (1964:13)  states  construction 
was  brush  or  jacal. 

Thickness:  7*10  inches  (N  and  B  walls) . 

Standing  height:  0*17  inches. 

Probable  height:  5-6feet  (S.K.X.  postulated). 

Plaster:  Fes,  on  Rooa  1-2  wall. 


Hall  openings: 

Doors:  One 

Location:  Into  Rooa  2. 


Dimensions: 

Height:  About  22  inches 
Width:  15  indies 


(Note:  Doorway  formed  by  upright  sandstone  slabs  (each  about 
8  x  3  x  22  indies) .  Unable  to  verify  lintel  mentioned 
by  Baker  (1964:13). 

Ventilator:  None  defined. 

Floor: 


Baker  et  al.  (1963b)  and  Baker  1967)  claim  two  occupation 
levels,  but  Baker  (1964)  does  not.  See  previous  discussion 
for  author's  interpretation  (one  occupation  level) .  Whether 
one  or  two  floors,  the  surface  (s)  was  relatively  level, 
flat  and  of  unprepared  soil. 
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Post  holes:  None  defined.  S.K.I.  postulates  several  near  fire  pit 


Fire  pit:  One. 

Location: 
Shape: 
Diameter: 

Depth: 


Near  center  of  room. 

Circular 

25  inches.  Note:  Baker  (1964:12) 
depicts  as  36  inches. 

8  inches. 


Contents:  Ash,  charcoal «  earth,  rodent  bones,  and 

burned  bone  bead.  Interior  surface  was  fire- 
reddened  clay  1/4-3/4  inch  thick. 


Remarks:  Baker  (1967:26)  Attributes  this  feature 

to  the  uppermost  floor  level*  Several  1963 
photographs  do  not  verify  this.  Baker  (1967:26) 
states  that  this  fire  pit  possessed  a  4  inch  said 
collar,  but  the  field  notes  (Baker  et.  al.  1963a) 
contradict  this. 


Sub-floor  pits:  One 

Shape:  Bell-shaped 

Location:  Near  SB  corner. 

Dimensions: 

Diameter  of  oriface:  20  x  22  inches.  S.K.I. 

postulates  much  smaller. 
Maximum  diameter:  22  inches  near  base. 


Depth:  16  indies. 

Contents:  Barth,  charcoal,  ash,  one  bifacial  one- 

handed  mano,  six  black  (fire  blackened— 
S.K.I.)  sherds,  one  homfels  punch 
(drill— S.K.I.). 


Other  floor  features:  None  defined.  S.K.I.  postulates 

several  post  holes  near  center  of  room. 


Roof: 

Probably  flat,  either  horizontal  or  slightly  pitched.  Direct 
evidence  for  construction  of  wood  beams  (up  to  6  inches  diameter) 
covered  with  branches  and  earth  (Baker  et.  al.  1963b  and  Baker  1967). 
Small  tabular  sandstone  slabs  way  also  have  been  used  in  the  roof 
construction. 

Remarks: 

No  evidence  of  exterior  entryway  (s) . 

Room  burned. 
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Type  of  feature: 
Excavated  by: 


Surface  room. 
Galen  Baker,  1963 


Plan: 

Form:  Semi-circular. 

Size:  Diameter  about  8  1/2-10  feet. 

Walls: 

Construction:  J&cal.  Some  small  tabular  pieces  of  sand¬ 

stone  may  have  been  incorporated  in  walls  and/ 
or  roof. 

Standing  Height:  None  standing  except  Room  1-2  wall. 

Probable  height:  5-6  feet. 

Wall  openings:  Room  1-2  doorway.  Mo  exterior  entryway 

defined. 

Floor: 

Virtually  the  same  as  Room  1  with  same  interpretation. 

Poet  holes:  5;  each  with  charred  posts  in  situ. 

Posts  about  8-10  inches  in  diameter 
and  4-6  inches  below  floor  surface. 

Fire  pit:  One 

Location:  Near  center  of  room  and  contiguous  to  ash  pit. 

Shape:  Circular. 

Dimensions:  Diameter  25  inches;  depth  10  Indies. 

Remarks  :  Fill  consisted  of  mixed  ash,  charcoal  and  small 

Bottom  two  inches  of  fill  was  sand 
1-1  1/2  inch  adobe  collar  around  circumference. 


hah  pit:  One 

Location:  Near  center  of  room  and  contiguous  to  fire  pit. 

Shape:  Circular 

Dimensions:  Diameter  17  inches;  depth  7  inches. 

Remarks:  Upper  6  indies  of  fill  consisted  of  ash  and 

charcoal;  lower  one  inch  of  fill  was  sand. 

Other  floor  features:  None  defined. 

Roof: 

Presumably  a  continuation  of  jacal  walls.  A  hemi -conical  or 
hernl -dome-shaped  roof  is  postulated  (S.K.X.) 
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:  Room  burned 


Chipped  stone  Artifacts 
Projectile  Points 

Only  four  projectile  points  were  recovered  from  TC:C9:23. 

All  four  were  missing  the  tips  and  all  possessed  a  basically  triangular 
outline.  TVo  of  the  points  were  side-notched  (though  the  notches  were 
very -near  the  basal  comers)  and  two  were  corner-notched.  Both  of  the 
side-notched  points  displayed  a  straight  basal  outline  while  one  comer- 
notched  point  had  a  straight  base  and  the  other  possessed  a  very  slightly 
convex  basal  outline.  Only  one  of  the  four  points  (side-notched)  was 
froai  within  the  architecture  (Room  1).  See  Pigs.  9-13  for  illustrations 
of  these  and  other  artifacts  from  TC:C9: 23. 

Projectile  points  or  Knives 

TWo  specimens  were  placed  in  this  category.  One  was  missing  its 
tip,  but  was  triangular  in  outline  and  lacked  notches  or  a  stem.  The 
other  specimen  was  broken  near  its  base — notches  or  a  stem  were  not 
evident  on  this  specimen,  but  may  have  once  possessed  them. 

Knives 

Two  cosplete  specimens  of  bifacial  chipped  stone  knives  were  re¬ 
covered  from  TC:C9:23.  One  is  sub-triangular  in  outline  with  a  single 
working  edge.  This  specimen  was  made  from  a  large  flake  with  the  striking 
platform  still  evident.  The  other  knife  from  this  site  is  nearly  circular 
in  outline  and  possesses  a  working  edge  around  its  irregular  circumference. 
Neither  specimen  was  from  within  the  architecture. 
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Other  Chipped  Stone  Artifacts 


No  other  chipped  stone  artifacts  were  recovered  from  TC:C9:23. 
Cons ipouous ly  absent  are  drills  and  scrapers . 


Surface  Collection i  sn-1  ,  CN-fl  ,  k-1 
exact  Pruwnltnw  Unknown i 
fix*  Pit  2* 

Bell-shaped  Pit* 

South  of  Sitet 

KWitii**  Gross  Provan isnos  of  Chipped  Stone  Artifacts 


SM 

Side-notched  points 

(total t 2) . 

CM 

Comer-no tehed  points  ( total « 2). 

PA 

Points  or 

Knives 

(Total i 

1). 

TT 

Points  too  Fragmentary  to 

sub-categorlse  (total t 

1). 

A 

Knives  ( total i 2). 

Type 

Measurements 

in  cm. 

Grid 

Depth 

Material 

comments 

1. 

w. 

th. 

SH 

1.9+ 

1.3 

0.3 

23M 

12- IB" 

Argillite 

SN 

1.6+ 

1.3 

0.3 

— 

Surf. 

Argillite 

CM 

1.6+ 

1.4 

0.3 

— 

Surf. 

guar trite 

CM 

2.4+ 

1.5 

0.4 

— — 

Surf. 

Argillite 

PA 

1.8+ 

1.3 

0.3 

24M 

6-12* 

Argillite 

Tip  Missing 

IP 

2.5 

1.2 

0.5 

20P 

12" 

Argillite 

Base  Missing 

A 

6.7 

5.7 

1.1 

2  ON 

6-12" 

Argillite 

A 

2.3 

1.9 

0.9 

— 

Surf. 

Chert 

-ground  Stone  Artifacts 


Mauds 

A  total  of  26  nanos  or  nano  fragments  were  retrieved  from 
TC  KT9: 23.  Nine  specimens  are  complete  or  very  nearly  so>  5  are  one- 
handed  unifacial,  4  are  one-handed  bifacial.  Two  of  the  complete 
one-handed  unifacial  maoos  possessed  a  pecked  working  surface.  The 
17  fragmentary  manos  were  subdivided  as  follows:  1  one-handed  bifacial, 

4  unifacial,  and  12  bifacial  fragments.  Three  of  the  bifacial  fragments 
possessed  pecked  working  surfaces. 

Metates 

Twelve  fragments  and  no  complete  metates  are  attributed  to  this 
site.  Eleven  of  these  are  slabs  of  sandstone.  Two  of  the  slab  metates 
have  pecked  working  surfaces)  one  of  which  is  bifacial  with  both  surfaces 
pecked.  One  basin-shaped  estate  fragment  was  found  approximately  45  feet 
and  downs lope  from  the  architecture  of  TC:C9  23. 

Mscellaneous  Lithic  Artifacts 

located  at  TC:G9;23  was  a  small  piece  of  abraded  graphite  with  10 
work  facets.  This  may  have  served  as  a  source  of  pigment  or  abrasive  or 
both.  A  problematical  object  of  sandstone  was  also  recovered  from  Room  2. 
This  small  apparently  amorphous  piece  of  sandstone  has  a  single  incised 
groove  that  encompasses  the  abject  near  one  pointed  end  tF'xg.  12) .  The 
original  function/purpose  of  this  object  is  puzzling.  To  judge  from  the 
sise,  shape  and  location  of  the  gooves  and  the  size  and  shape  of  the  stone 
itself,  it  would  seem  unlikely  that  this  abject  functioned  as  an  abrader  or 
that  cordage  was  placed  in  the  groove  to  suspend  the  stone. 
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T-T 


V 


1 

cu-t,  oa-i,  Bf-i 


j 

i 

S 

•  ' 

■%. 

. 

5 

1 


Buo t  Promitta  QMuwwu  Bf-2 

fin  fit  2* 

BftU-lh^il  fit > 

South  of  BitUft  Bf-1 

1CaC9<2)~  8»ift  Protranlanca  of  Manoa 


iypo 


00  Ona-handad  On 1 facial 
OS  Ona-handad  Bifacial 
Of  Onifacial  fragaant 
sr  Bifacial  Fragnant 


Naasursoants 

l.  n. 

in  col 
th. 

Arid 

12.4 

8.3 

3.9 

23-0 

15.7 

10.1 

3.4 

2011 

17.7 

11.5 

3.8 

24B 

16.5 

9.8 

4.3 

23L 

13.5 

10.5 

3.6 

15.5 

9.0 

6.1 

14.0 

8.0 

4.2 

24P 

12.5 

9.1 

5.3 

22M 

16.5 

9.4 

5.1 

22B 

7.7+ 

9.7 

4.0 

23M 

10.8+ 

3.8+ 

4.5 

2 IX 

3.6+ 

7.7+ 

3.1 

20B 

4.3+ 

3.2+ 

4.5 

218 

4.0+ 

6.4 

2.7 

221. 

8.8+ 

10.3+ 

3.1 

22N 

9.3+ 

12.1 

4.7 

23N 

11.1+ 

12.7 

6.3 

8.P.U. 

6.8+ 

4.2+ 

3.1 

18N 

11.0+ 

7.9+ 

2.7 

23P 

9.4+ 

10.7 

5.4 

•mm  <m 

10.0+ 

9.6+ 

4,7 

B.P.0. 

7.1+ 

7.1+ 

3.2 

22X 

7.4+ 

8.7 

3.8 

21-0 

3.2+ 

5.4+ 

3.1 

22P 

6.0+ 

6.7+ 

3.8 

24P 

5.2+ 

4.7+ 

3.0 

21N 
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(total i S) . 
(total iS) . 
(totalid). 
(total i 12). 


Depth 


0.8" 

0-6" 

18-24" 

12-18" 

surf. 

Surf. 

0-«" 

0-6" 

20" 

18-24" 

12-1S" 

0-§" 

0—6" 

18-20" 

Surf. 

surf. 

6-12" 

0-6 

0-6" 

Surf. 


Sands torn 

Sands tona/padcad 

Sands tona/packad 

Bands tons 

conglaaarata 

Conglaaarata 

Oongtnaaraga 

Sands tons 

Conglaaarata 

conglaaarata 

Conglaaarata 

conglaaarata 

Conglaaarata 

Cooglaoarata 


Banda tona/packad 

Conglaaarata 

Conglaaarata 


Congloaorsta 
12-18"  Sands  tana 


0-6" 

0-6" 

6" 

6-12" 


Conglosarata/packad 

CongltltthfCtS 

conglaaarata 

Conglomarata 


S  -  2 


Type 


Surface  Collection i 
meet  Provenience  onknoMii  s  -  1 
Pise  Pit  li 
•ell-stupe*  Pitt 


South  of  tltei 

ieaC9«J9~ 

Gross 

Provenience  of 

Metatea 

S 

Slab  awtate  (total  - 

11). 

0 

Basin 

metate  (total  - 

1) . 

nsasurenentB  In  cm. 

Grid 

Depth 

Comments 

1 

w  i 

th 

14.0+ 

10.7+ 

1.8 

22  *» 

12-18" 

Sandstone 

10.P+ 

6.3+ 

1.1 

E.P.U. 

12-18" 

Sandstone 

14.0+ 

29.5 

1.6 

24J 

6-12" 

Sandstone 

11.9+ 

11.5+ 

1.2 

22L 

6-12" 

Sandstone 

6.0+ 

2.4+ 

1.6 

21M 

24-36" 

Sandstone,  "bifacial".  In 

bell-shaped  pit 

23.5+ 

12.0+ 

2.5 

24L 

6-12" 

Sandstone  1  pecked 

27.7+ 

17.4+ 

1.4+ 

22L 

12-10" 

Sandstone 

22.3+ 

15.0+ 

4.5 

21M 

0-11" 

Sandstone 

34.5+ 

2712+ 

3.4 

23L 

12-18" 

Sandstone 

23.3+ 

30.0* 

4.9 

23L 

12-18" 

Sandstone 

14.5+ 

18.5+ 

2.6 

22M 

17" 

Sandstone 

26.0+ 

18.0 

8.0 

12  J 

0-12" 

Sends  tone 

70-A 


surfac*  collection i 


Suot  ProvmltaM  Phfcnowni 
Fir*  Fit  2* 

Ball- shaped  Fit* 
south  of  tit* i 

lC*Cti2>—  Gross  Provtenca  of  Mlaoallanaou*  Lithic  Artifact* 


0 

Graph! t* 

(total t 

1). 

IS 

Inciaad  Sand* ton* 

Total!  1). 

**ps 

Maa our— into 

in  cn. 

Grid 

Depth 

m— ii  to 

1.  U. 

th 

0 

1.8  1.7 

1.1 

23L 

18-20" 

10  work  facet* 

28 

10.2  4.2 

1.1 

23L 

6-12" 

71 


Shall  Artifacts 


A  fragment  of  a  shall  bead  or  pendant  was  found  in  Room  1  of 
TCiC9:23.  The  complete  object  was  apparently  square  or  rectangular 
as  the  single  unworked  edge  intersects  two  straight  worked  edges  at 
right  angles.  No  other  shell#  artifact  or  otherwise#  was  recovered  from 
TC:C9s23. 


Bone  and  Antler  Artifacts 

Awls 

The  4  bone  awls  froa  this  site  belong  to  one  type)  splinters  of 
him— lien  long  bone.  Each  of  these  artifacts  is  probably  fragmental . 

That  is#  each  of  the  original  implements  probably  possessed  a  greater 
length  including#  perhaps  #  the  head  of  the  bone. 

Tubular  Boos  Beads  and  Bone  Tabes 

Tubular  bans  beads  were  found  in  relative  abundance  at  TCtC9t23. 

A  total  of  30  beads  included  IS  small  diameter  (less  than  0.5  cm.) #  14 
medium  diameter  (0.5-0. 7  cm)  and  one  large  diameter  (0.71  cm.  and  larger). 
Mo  bone  tubes  other  than  the  above-mentioned  cylindrical  beads  were  retrieve 
from  this  site. 

mo  other  bone  artifacts  nor  any  antler  artifacts  were  found  at 
TC*C9*23. 
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BS-2,  BM-3 


Surface  Collection i  BM-4 

Exact  Provenience  Oh  known  i  BM-1 
rin  pit  a  I 

Beil- ah apod  Pitt  BM-1 

South  of  sltat 

TCtC9i  23—  Groaa  Provenience  of  Bona  and  Shall  Art! facta 


A 

AML 

(feotalt4) . 

BS 

Bead, 

Snail 

(totaltlS) . 

BN 

Bead , 

Medium 

(total i 14) . 

BL 

Bead , 

Large 

(total « 1) . 

SPB 

Shall 

Pendant 

or  Bead  (Total il) 

Typa 

Maaauramento 

In  cm. 

Grid 

1 

M 

th 

A 

6.5+ 

0.7 

0.4 

21L 

A 

7.0+ 

0.8 

0.5 

23M 

A 

7.2+ 

1.0 

0.6 

20M 

A 

7.6+ 

0.7 

0.5 

24N 

BS 

1.3 

0.4 

23M 

BS 

1.3  + 

0.4 

23L 

BS 

1.0 

0.4 

22L 

BS 

1.0 

0.4 

23L 

B8 

1.4 

0.4 

24M 

BS  ' 

1.7 

0.4 

24L 

BS 

1.1 

0.4 

22M 

BS 

1.0 

0.4 

23L 

BS 

2.0 

0.4 

23L 

BS 

0.5 

0.4 

22M 

BS 

0.9 

0.4 

22M 

BS 

1.8 

0.4 

22M 

BS 

1.5 

0.4 

22M 

BS 

1.1 

0.4 

21M 

BS 

1.5 

0.3 

21M 

m 

2.4 

0.5 

21M 

BM 

1.0 

0.5 

23J 

BM 

1.3 

0.6 

24L 

BM 

2.1 

0.6 

24L 

Depth 

12-18" 

12-10" 

0-6" 

2" 

12-18" 

12-18" 

12-10" 

18-24" 

12-18" 

12-18" 

12-18" 

12-18" 

12-18" 

12-18" 

12-18" 

12-18" 

12-18" 

6-12" 

6-12" 

Surf. 

Surf. 

Surf. 

Surf. 


Coanenta 


Typm  MoasurwMnts  in  cm.  Grid  Dmpth 

1  W  th 


BM 

1.5 

0.5 

BM 

1.4 

0.5 

BN 

1.1 

0.5 

BM 

1.9 

0.6 

BN 

1.1 

0.5 

BN 

0.7 

0.6 

BN 

2.0 

0.6 

BN 

1.0 

0.6 

BM 

1.0 

0.6 

BN 

1.5 

0.5 

BL 

1.7 

0.7 

SPB 

0.84- 

0.7+ 

21t 

12-10" 

24M 

11" 

22N 

12-10" 

24L 

24N 

24-36" 

21M 

21N 

0-6" 

E.P.U, 

18-28" 

22M 

12-18* 

2  IN 

6-12" 

23L 

18-24" 

22N 

T 

Co— nt 


B«ll*ah«ped  pit 


Car arnica 


A  total  of  75  sherds  are  attributed  to  TC:C9:23.  Of  these,  73 
are  on  deposit  at  Trinidad  State  Junior  College  while  2  sherds  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  field  notes  can  not  be  located.  Z  have  identified  12  of 
these  as  locally  manufactured  Taos  Incised  (see  Peckham  and  Reed  1963) 
based  upon  comparison  with  previously  identified  samples  (see  Ireland 
1970s 112).  The  only  surface  decoration  of  these  12  is  parallel 
incisions.  An  additional  56  sherds  may  also  be  Taos  Incised  but  lade 
surface  decoration.  They  are  therefore  tentatively  identified  as  Sopris 
Plain. 

Only  one  of  the  Sopris  Plain?  sherds  was  the  rim  (21H/12-18") . 

Pour  of  the  58  possess  one  broken  edge  which  show  signs  of  abrasion. 

Three  of  these  abraded  Sopris  Plain?  sherds  are  from  PP-2  and  have 
fire-blackened  exteriors,  but  not  interiors  or  edges.  The  other 
abraded  sherd  is  from  outside  the  architecture  (20M/06") .  The 
edges  of  these  sherds  were  lightly  abraded  and  jure  not  straight  or 
smooth.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  these  four  sherds  may  have  been 
utilised  in  the  manufacture,  of  ceramics  as  the  majority  of  the  Taos 
Incised  and  Sopris  Plain7  and  all  corrugated  sherds  from  TC:C9:23  have 
scraping  marks  on  them.  Six  Sopris  Plain7  sherds  were  retrieved  from 
the  bell-shaped  pit  in  Room  X. 

The  three  corrugated  sherds  from  TC:C9: 23  are  of  the  "washboard" 
type.  Two  of  the  three  are  from  the  bell-shaped  pit  while  the  other 
is  from  immediately  east  of  the  structure  (21K/17") . 
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BaJcar  (1964,  1967)  reports  cordaarked  sherds  fren  this  site. 

The  field  notes  (Baker  et.  al.  1963b)  note  the  presence  of  two 
obliterated  cordaarked  sherds,  both  of  extra-architectural  provenience 
(19N/  6  inches  6  20M/  6  inches).  Neither  of  these  sherds  can  be 
located  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 
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Tl-1,  SP7-2 


Surface  Collections  Tl-1,  SP7-11 
Bsaot  Prowl— fl*  OMtnowns  TI-5,  SP7-1 
Pin  Pit  2l  SP7-4 
Ball- shaped  Pitt  02-2,  SP7-6 
South  Of  SltOI  Tl-1,  SP7-1 

TCaCf  s23—  Gross  Provenience  of  Ceraaics 


CM 

Cordsuurked 

(totals  2) . 

CG 

Corrugated 

(totals  3). 

TI 

Taos  Incissd  (to tali  12) . 

8P7 

Soprls  Plain  7  (totals  58) . 

Grid 

Depth 

Cu—unta 

2CM 

6" 

Current  location  unknown 

19N 

6“ 

Current  location  unknown 

21 M 

24-36“ 

Bell-shaped  pit 

21M 

24-36" 

Bell-ahsped  pit 

2  IK 

17" 

19-0 

14" 

20N 

On  floor 

surf. 

B.P.U 

.. 

5  shards 
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*VP« 

Grid 

Depth 

C  aments 

TI 

21L 

12" 

TI 

21L 

15" 

TI 

24J 

0-6" 

TI 

2  IN 

12" 

SP? 

18N 

0-6" 

SP? 

2  CM 

0-6" 

One  abraded  edge 

Sp? 

21K 

? 

Floor  level 

SP? 

2IM 

6-12" 

4  sherds 

SP? 

21M 

12-18" 

17  sherds  (one  rim) 

SP? 

21M 

18-24" 

Bell-shaped  pit;  3  sherds 

SP? 

2  IK 

24" -36* 

Bell-shaped  pit;  3  sherds 

SP? 

2  In 

0-6" 

SP? 

22L 

21* 

Fire  Pit  2;  4  sherds  (three  with  one 
abraded  edge) 

SP? 

22M 

0-6" 

SP? 

22M 

12-18" 

SP? 

23L 

6-12" 

SP? 

23L 

12-18" 

SP? 

23M 

0-6" 

SP? 

23M 

6-12" 

SP? 

23M 

13" 

SP? 

24J 

0-6" 

2  8 herd s 

SP? 

24M 

11" 

SP? 

24N 

12-18" 

SP? 

m  mm 

Surf. 

11  sherds 

SP? 

E.P.O. 

_• 

1  sherd 

Miscellaneous  Collected 


Fragments  of  carbonized  corn  cobs  were  recovered  from  six 
locations  at  TC:C  9s  23 .  All  were  of  intr a- architectural  provenience 
with  seem  of  these  from  FP-2.  None  of  these  specimens  can  be  located 
at  the  time  of  this  writing. 
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Faunal  Remains:  TC:C9:23 
by  Ruth  Henritze 

Deer  (Odocolleus  hemionus  or  virginianus) 

The  large  number  of  deer  bone  indicates  a  heavy  utilization 
of  this  animal  by  the  occupants  of  this  prehistoric  structure. 

More  than  120  pieces  of  deer  bone  represent  a  minimum  of  6  adult 
individuals.  This  figure  is  based  on  6  left  and  6  right  mandibles. 
Some  of  the  elements  are  exceptionally  large;  possibly  from  sizeable 
buck  deer  (antler  was  also  present) .  The  heaviest  concentration  of 
the  deer  remains  were  recovered  from  Grid  22M  (45  elements) . 

The  large  number  of  mandibles  suggests  they  were  utilized  for 
some  definite  purpose.  19  large  and  numerous  small  fragments  of 
mandible  were  recovered  plus  numerous  teeth:  most  of  these  had  been 
subjected  to  fire.  10  of  the  19  large  fragments  were  from  Grid  22M; 

9  exact  provienience  unknown. 

The  skull  (from  Grid  23N)  had  the  top  of  the  parietal  bone 
removed  above  the  horn  base,  exposing  the  brain  cavity.  Deterioration 
of  the  bone  has  removed  any  evidence  of  cut  marks  that  might  have 
existed.  Perhaps  this  specimen  demonstrates  horn  core  removal. 

Approximately  one- fourth  of  the  bone  material  (31)  ms  burned, 
or  heavily  scorched  and  blackened.  23  of  these  (mandibles,  radius, 
long  bone  fragments  and  carpal  bones)  were  from  Grid  22M;  the  re- 
mainer  was  from  outside  of  the  structure. 

With  the  exception  of  the  skull,  the  mandibles,  one  rib,  antler 
frag  and  2  scapula  fragments,  the  remainder  of  the  bone  material 
represents  the  legs  of  the  deer. 
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The  IS  antler  fragments  and  4  long  bone  fragments  are  from  the 
bell-shaped  pit. 

Rocky  Mountain  Sheep  (Ovis  canadensis) 

A  single  Rocky  Mountain  Sheep  is  represented  by  three  elements; 
one  left  proximal  ulna  fragment  and  one  right  proximal  ulna  fragment 
from  Grid  22M,  and  a  left  calcaneum  from  Grid  221..  One  of  the  ulna 
fragments  was  fire- blackened. 

Cottontail  Rabbit  (Sylvilaqus  probably  audubonii) 

A  minimum  of  one  cottontail  is  indicated  by  the  recovery  of 
three  elements;  a  left  nasal  bone  and  a  first  phalanx  from  Grid  22M 
and  one  molar  from  Grid  23L. 

Jack  Rabit  (Lepus,  probably  callfornlcus) 

Jack  Rabbit  is  represented  by  the  presence  of  one  left  proximal 
femur  fragment  from  Grid  24M  (outside  of  the  structure) . 

Rock  Squirrel  (Spermophilus  probably  veriegatus) 

A  single  rock  squirrel  is  represented  by  one  left  proximal  tibia 
fragment  from  Grid  23L. 

Bird 

A  turkey  (Meleagris  gallopavo  cf ,  merriami)  radius  shaft  frag¬ 
ment  represents  one  individual.  A  tibia tarsus  of  an  unidentified, 
quail-size  bird  was  also  present. 

All  species  present  are  represented  by  mature  individuals. 
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Conclusions:  TC:C9:23 


TC:C9: 23  was  a  surface  structure  that  consisted  of  two  contiguous 
rooms.  The  lower  w^lls  of  Roan  1  were  of  adobe  with  a  low  volume  of 
incorporated  sandstone  slabs.  The  upper  walls  were  presumably  of  the 
same  construction.  The  Room  1-2  wall  was  plastered  on  the  West  (Room  1) 
side.  The  roof  of  this  room  was  of  wooden  elements  (that  probably 
rested  upon  the  upper  walls) ,  branches,  earth,  and  probably,  small 
pieces  of  sandstone.  Floor  features  of  Room  1  included  a  central  fire 
pit  and  a  bell-shaped  cooking  pit  (function  assumed)  near  the  south¬ 
eastern  corner.  No  post  holes  were  defined  although  vertical  roof 
supports  probably  existed .  A  small  doorway  with  vertical  stone  up¬ 
rights  was  located  between  Room  1  and  Room  2.  If  this  investigator's 
interpretation  of  the  sequence  of  room  construction  is  correct,  this 
doorway  originally  served  as  an  exterior  doorway  for  Room  1.  Room  2 
was  apparently  added  to  Room  1  and  constructed  of  jacal  or  wattle 
and  daub.  Snail  tabular  pieces  of  sandstone  were  apparently  utilized 
in  the  roof/wall  construction.  Floor  features  in  Room  2  consisted 
of  a  fire  pit  contiguous  to  an  ash  pit  and  five  burned  posts  in  situ. 
Exterior  entryway(s)  for  the  two-room  structure  were  not  defined. 

The  taxonomic  placement  of  TC:C9:23  will  be  discussed  in  the 
Final  Conclusions  section. 
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TC :C9: 24 


Site  TC :C9: 24  was  located  about  4  miles  west  of  Trinidad, 
Colorado  at  an  approximate  elevation  of  6,215  feet  above  sea  level 
(T.33S,  R.64W,  nw  SE  S.27).  Situated  approximately  130  feet  above 
the  flood  plane,  the  two  room  stone  structure  was  placed  upon  a 
nearly  level  outcropping  of  Trinidad  Sandstone  south  of  the  Pur- 
gatoir^-  River.  TC:C9:24  was  located  almost  1,000  linear  feet 
from  TC:C9: 23  and  some  100  feet  higher  in  elevation. 

The  site  was  excavated  by  Galen  R.  Baker  and  Trinidad  State 
Junior  College  students  during  July  and  August,  1963.  A  horizontal 
five  foot  grid  system  was  imposed  over  the  general  site  area.  The 
original  excavation  proceded  by  arbitrary  six  inch  levels  except 
where  cultural  stratigraphy  allowed.  Because  of  its  close  proximity 
to  the  location  of  the  Trinidad  Dam,  this  site  has  been  destroyed. 

The  analysis  of  TC:C9: 24  presented  here  was  undertaken  because 
of  inadequate  previous  analysis  and  reporting  (see  Baker  1964  and 
1967).  These  two  sources,  field  notes  (Baker,  et.  al.  1963C) , 
student-drawn  base  maps,  numerous  photographs  and  collected  specimens 
on  deposit  at  the  Laboratory  of  Archaeology,  Trinidad  State  Junior 
College  constituted  my  source  materials  for  this  analysis.  Although 
based  upon  sources  other  than  mine,  this  presentation  is  uniquely 
mine. 
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Architectural  Features 

TC:C9:24  consisted  of  two  contiguous  surface  stone  masonry 
rooms  (Fig.  14) .  The  original  construction  apparently  began  by 
quarrying  the  bedrock  (Trinidad  sandstone)  which  was  used  to 
construct  the  four  walls  of  one  large  room.  Mud  was  used  to  mortar 
the  predominately  horizontally  laid  stones  of  irregular  size  and 
shape.  After  the  construction  of  the ‘initial  room  (a  trapezium 
in  form) ,  a  stone  wall  was  added  to  form  two  rooms.  There  was 
apparently  no  evidence  to  indicate  whether  this  partition  was 
added  prior  to  or  during  the  occupation  of  the  structure.  The 
standing  heights  of  walls  in  1963  ranged  from  7  inches  to  22  inches. 

A  floor  level  door  was  defined  in  the  east  wall  of  Room  1  adjacent  - 
to  Room  2.  This  doorway  had  collapsed,  thus  exact  measurements 
ware  not  possible.  However,  the  width  appeared  to  be  about  18  inches. 
Ho  entrance  to  Room  2  was  defined.  The  possibility  of  a  floor 
level  door  to  this  room  can  clearly  be  eliminated  as  the  basal 
portions  of  all  four  walls  of  Room  2  were  standing  in  1963.  The 
Room  1-2  wall  height  was  about  12  inches  in  1963.  Perhaps  entrance 
to  Room  2  was  gained  by  stepping  over  this  low  partition  from  Room  1. 
Or  perhaps  the  partition  was  full  roof  height  and  the  entrance  to 
Room  2  was  through  the  roof.  There  is,  however,  no  evidence  for 
either  alternative. 

The  floor  surface  in  both  rooms  consisted  of  packed  soil 
up  to  6  inches  in  depth  with  bedrock  exposed  in  its  highest  portions. 
Whether  this  soil  floor  was  initially  imported  or  accumulated  or 
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Figure  15b.  TC:C9:24,  1963.  Fallen  east  wall  of  Room  2,  look¬ 

ing  northeast. 


both  is  not  clear.  The  floor  surface  was  predominately  soil  and 
sloped  slightly  to  the  east.  A  fire  pit  near  the  center  of  Room  1 
was  the  only  floor  feature  defined  in  the  combined  rooms.  A  de¬ 
pression  in  the  soil,  the  fire  pit  was  shallow  (exact  depth  not 
stated)  and  circular  (diameter  about  36  inches) . 

The  exact  nature  of  the  roof  can  not  be  stated.  The  fill  of 
both  rooms  contained  a  significant  volume  of  small  pieces  of  char- 

4 

coal,  charred  pine  up  to  9  inches  in  length  and  3  1/4  inches  in 
diameter,  and  small  chunks  of  oxidized  clay  in  the  4-7  inches  above 
the  floor  level.  In  none  of  the  sources  by  Baker  does  he  mention 
his  interpretation  of  this  charcoal  wood  and  oxidized  clay.  The 
field  notes  (Baker  et.  al. ,  1963C)  leave  little  doubt,  however,  that 
these  are  the  remnants  of  burned  and  fallen  roof.  I  would  envision 
a  flat,  level  or  slightly  pitched  roof  composed  of  a  lattice  work  of 
wooden  elements  of  various  sizes  (beams  down  to,  perhaps,  twigs), 
earth  and  probably,  a  few  sandstone  slabs.  Although  there  was  no 
direct  evidence  for  vertical  support  posts  in  either  room,  I  would 
think  their  existence  likely  in  Room  1.  They  would  hardly  seem  neces¬ 
sary  in  the  smaller  room. 

The  structure  unquestionably  burned.  Whether  this  was  the  reason 
for  abandonment  is  not  clear.  However,  the  low  number  of  artifacts 
from  this  site  relative  to  other  similar  sites  in  the  area  may  indicate 
a  leisurely  abandonment  and/or  an  occupation  of  short  duration. 

The  function (s)  of  Room  2  as  Jtated  by  Baker  (1964,1967)  are 
certainly  open  to  question.  Baker  (1964:  10,12)  calls  and  labels 

Room  2  as  a  storage  room.  Later  (Baker  1967 : 21) ,  depicts  it  as  a 
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snail  storage  and  work  room.  Other  than  its  size  and  probable 
relatively  inconvenient  method  of  entry,  I  know  of  no  reason  for 
such  statements  of  function.  Certainly  the  artifact  inventory  and 
distribution  do  not  indicate  these  functions. 
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Description  of  Features 


Galen  Baker  gave  each  room  a  separate  feature  designation  at 
the  time  of  the  original  excavation  which  he  retained  in  later 
sources  (Baker  1964,  1967).  His  system  will  be  retained  here. 


Room  1 


Type  of  feature:  Surface  room. 

Excavated  by:  Galen  Baker,  1963. 

Plan: 

Porm:  Trapezium. 

Size:  About  18  1/2  feet  WNW-ESE;  About  IS  1/2  feet 

NNE-SSE . 


Halls: 

Construction: 


Thickness: 
Standing  height: 
Probable  height: 

Plaster: 

Hall  openings: 

Doors:  One. 

Location: 


Lower  walls  of  predominately  horizontally 
laid  sandstone  slabs  of  irregular  size 
and  shape  with  adobe  mortar.  Upper  walls 
presumably  of  same  construction. 

About  IS- 24  inches. 

7-16  inches. 

About  5  feet  except  possibly  Room  1-2 
wall.  (S.K.X.  postulated). 

No  evidence. 


To  exterior  in  east  wall.  Dimensions: 

Height:  Unknown 


Note: 

Ventilator: 

Floor: 


Post  holes: 


Fire  Pit:  One 
Location: 
Shape: 


width:  About 

18  inches. 

Fallen,  hence  details  of  construction 
lacking . 

None  defined.  Probably  absent.  (S.K.I.). 

Soil  up  to  6  inch  depth  in  lower  portions 
of  irregular  bedrock  (Trinidad  Sandstone) . 

Floor  surface  was  predominately  soil  and 
sloped  slightly  to  the  east.  Sources 
are  not  clear  on  whether  soil  was  imported, 
accumulated  or  both. 

None  defined.  S.K.I.  postulates  several 
vertical  roof  supports  which  may  not 
have  been  socketed. 

Near  center  of  room,  on  soil  floor. 

Circular . 
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Diameter:  About  36  inches. 

Depth:  Unknown,  but  shallow  (less  than  about 

3  inches.) 

Contents:  Apparently  only  small  volume  of  char¬ 

coal  and  ash.  Interior  surface  was 
fire-reddened. 

Remarks:  In  an  illustration.  Baker  (1964:12) 

depicts  this  fire  pit  as  having  a  mud 
collar.  However,  several  sketches  and 
a  verbal  description  of  this  feature 
in  the  field  notes  (Baker  et.  al.  1963C) 
do  not  verify  this  nor  do  several  photo¬ 
graphs  of  this  fire  pit. 

Sub-floor  pits:  None.  Essentially  precluded  by  location 

(on  or  near  bedrock) . 

Other  floor  features:  None  defined. 

Roof:  Baker  et.  al.  (1963C)  repeatedly  men¬ 

tions  charcoal  and  chunks  of  oxidized 
clay  in  approximate  7  inches  of  roam 
fill  above  floor  level.  However,  in¬ 
terpretation  of  these  materials  is  not 
to  be  found  in  that  source  or  others 
(Baker  1964,1967) .  I  would  interpret 
these  materials  as  being  the  remants 
of  burned,  fallen  roof.  I  have  postu¬ 
lated  a  flat,  level  or  slightly  pitched 
roof  composed  of  latticework  of  wooden 
elements,  earth  and  probably,  a  few 
sandstone  slabs.  Vertical  wooden  roof 
supports  have  been  postulated  too. 

Remarks:  Roam  burned. 

Room  2 

Type  of  feature:  Surface  room. 

Excavated  by:  Galen  Baker,  1963. 

Plan: 

Form:  Trapezoidal. 

Size:  About  14  feet  WNW-ESE;  about  4  feet  NNE_SSW. 

walls: 

Construction:  Lower  walls  of  predominately  horizon¬ 

tally  laid  sandstone  slabs  of  irregular 
size  and  shape  with  adobe  mortar. 

Upper  walls  presumably  of  same  construc¬ 
tion. 

Thickness:  About  15-24  inches. 

Standing  height:  12-22  inches. 

Probable  height:  About  5  feet,  except  possibly  room  1-2 

wall  (S.K.I.  postulated). 


No  evidence 


Plaster : 

Wall  openings: 

Door:  None  defined.  Probably  absent  (S.K. I.). 

Ventilators:  None  defined.  Probably  absent  (S.K. I.). 

Floor:  Soil  up  to  5  inch  depth  in  lower  por¬ 

tions  of  irregular  bedrock.  Floor 
surface  predominately  soil  and  sloped 
slightly  southeastward.  Unclear  as  to 
whether  soil  for  floor  was  imported, 
accumulated  or  both. 

Post  holes:  None  defined.  Vertical  roof  supports 

probably  not  necessary  due  to  small 
size  of  room. 

Fire  pit:  None  defined. 

Sub-floor  pits:  None 

Other  floor  features:  None  defined. 

Roof:  Evidence  for  roof  virtually  the  same  as  Room  1  with 

same  postulated  method  of  roof  construction  by  this 
author  save  for  vertical  roof  supports. 

Remarks:  Room  burned. 


Human  Osteological  Remains— TC:C9: 24 


The  presence  of  human  bones  at  TC:C9:24  in  noted  by  Baker  in 

several  sources  (Baker  et.al.,  1963C,  Baker  1964,1967).  In  each 

of  these  sources  the  bones  are  attributed  to  only  one  individual, 

but  that  individual  accorded  different  ages  at  death: 

The  fragmentary  remains  of  what  appears  to  be  a  1  -  to 
2  -  year  child  are  on  the  floor.  The  scattered  bones 
indicate  an  incomplete  burial,  no  burial  at  all,  or  per¬ 
haps  a  violent  death  with  no  effort  towards  burial  (Baker 
1964:  12) . 

A  very  interesting  association  with  this  site  was  the  re¬ 
covery  of  some  human  bones  scattered  throughout  the  room. 
Probably  a  young  adolescent  died  in  this  structure  and 
was  left  without  burial  and  carnivorous  animals  in  the  area 
scattered  these  bones  throughout  the  room  (Baker  1967:12). 

Our  recent  examination  of  these  bones  revealed  that  at  they 
represent  three  or  more  different  individuals.  This  determination 
was  made  upon  the  basis  of  age  which  was  made  using  ossification 
dates  (Gray  1963)  and  rates  of  tooth  formation  and  eruption 
(Brescia  1961) .  Many  of  the  fragmentary  bones  were  grouped  with 
one  of  the  three  individuals  largely  on  the  basis  of  size.  Pre¬ 
sented  below  are  some  of  the  salient  facts  pertaining  to  these 
specimens. 

"One-year-old" 

The  presence  and  approximate  age  of  this  individual  is  based 
upon  the  existence  of  the  anterior  or  bregmatic  fontanelle  (trans¬ 
verse  diameter  1.6  cm.).  Gray  (1963:177)  places  the  complete 
closure  of  the  bregnu.  eic  fontanelle  at  about  the  middle  of  the  second 
year.  Bones  other  than  the  frontal  and  parietal  bones  are  attributed 


to  this  individual  on  the  basis  of  their  small  size. 


LOCUS 


ELEMENT  RIGHT  OR  LEFT 

GRID/DEPTH 

Frontal 

R&L 

20P/  18  in.  ( 

Parietal  (7  frags.) 

L 

20P/  18  in. 

Scapula  (frag. ) 

R 

20P/  6-12  in. 

Axis  (frag.) 

— 

180/  6-12  in. 

Cervical  vertebra  (frag.) 

— 

20P/  18  in. 

1st.  rib 

R 

20P/  6-12  in. 

Rib  (frag.) 

L 

20Q/  6-12  in. 

Rib  (frag.) 

L 

17Q/  6-12  in. 

Rib  (frag.) 

L 

200/  6-12  in. 

Rib  (frag.) 

R 

20Q/  6-12  in. 

Humerus  (frag.) 

L 

IBP/  6-12  in. 

Humerus  (frag.) 

R 

20P/  6-12  in. 

Ilium 

R 

20P/  6-12  in. 

Femur 

R 

17P/  18-24  in 

Femur  (frag. ) 

L 

17P/  0-6  in. 

"give-year-old" 

The  presence  and  approximate  age  of  this  individual  is  based 
upon  ossification  dates  and  dental  criteria.  The  recovered  bones 


of  the  skull  were  disarticulated  and  warped.  An  examination  of  the 
occipital  bone  revealed  that  its  squama  was  nearly  completely  united 
with  the  lateral  portions.  Gray  (1963:  190)  states  that  about  the 
fourth  year  the  squama,  and  the  two  lateral  portions  of  the  occipital 
bone  unite,  and  about  the  sixth  year  the  bone  consists  of  a  single 
piece.  Also,  the  damaged  (post-mortem)  right  maxilla  contained  the 
unerupted  first  permanent  molar.  The  enamel  of  this  tooth  was  com¬ 


plete  but  there  was  only  the  slightest  hint  of  root  formation. 
Brescia  (1961:74)  gives  the  following  chronology  for  the  maxillary 
first  molar  of  the  permanent  dentition:  enamel  completed,  2  1/2-3 
years:  eruption,  6-7  years:  root  completed,  9-10  years.  The  post- 
cranial  elements  attributed  to  this  individual  were  done  so  on  the 
basis  of  size. 
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LOCUS 


ELEMENT  RIGHT 

OR  LEFT 

GRID/DEPTH 

Parietal  (complete  but  in  frags.) 

R 

18N/ 

18-24 

Parietal  (complete  but  in  frags.) 

L 

19N/ 

19" 

Occipital 

— 

18N/ 

18-24 

Temporal 

R&L 

19N/ 

19" 

Sphenoid 

— 

18N/ 

18-24 

Zygomatic 

R 

19N/ 

19" 

Maxilla 

R 

19N/ 

19" 

Sternum  (manubrium' 

— 

18N/ 

18-24 

Rib 

R 

18N/ 

17" 

Rib 

L 

20M/ 

12-18 

Rib 

L 

18N/ 

16" 

Rib  (frag.) 

L 

2  OP/ 

6-12" 

Ilium  (frag.) 

R 

19N/ 

18" 

Femur  (frag.) 

R 

19N/ 

18" 

Radius  (frag.) 

L 

170/ 

12-18 

Ulm  (frag. ) 

L 

19N/ 

18" 

"Young  adult" 

The  presence  and  approximate  age  o£  this  individual  is  based  upon 
the  ossification  rates  of  the  several  long  bones  recovered.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  sternal  ends  of  both  clavicles  are  almost  completely  united 
to  the  shafts.  Gray  (1963:229)  states  that  the  secondary  ossifica¬ 
tion  center  located  in  the  sternal  end  of  the  clavicle  appears  about 
the  18th  or  20th  year  and  unites  with  the  rest  of  the  bone  about  the 
25th  year.  Also,  the  proximal  ends  of  the  phalanges  and  metatarsal 
recovered  from  TC:C9:24  were  nearly  completely  united  to  the  body  of 
those  bones.  Based  upon  data  given  by  Gray  (1963:257,258,302,303) 
the  age  at  death  would  be  around  25  years. 


LOCUS 


ELEMENT 

RIC'fT  OR  LEFT 

GRID/DEPTH 

Clavicle 

R 

18N/ 

16"  (2 

Clavicle 

L 

18N/ 

6-12" 

Rib  (1st) 

R 

18N/ 

6-12" 

Rib  (7th) 

R 

170/ 

14  3/4 

Atlas 

— 

18N/ 

16" 

Vert.  (4th  cervical) 

— 

18M/ 

10-6" 

Vert  (7th  cervical) 

— 

18N/ 

0-6" 

Phalanx  (4th  digit,  hand) 

R 

17Q/ 

12-18" 

Phalanx  (5th  digit,  foot) 

L 

17Q/ 

12-18" 

Metatarsal  (4th) 

R 

18M/ 

0-6" 

100- 
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Z  e«a  not  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  for  the  presence 
and  nature  of  these  hunan  osteological  retains  at  TC:C9: 24.  There 
is  no  evidence  in  either  the  field  notes  or  the  photographs  to  in¬ 
dicate  intentional  burial  (either  priaary  or  secondary)  of  any  of 
the  hunan  bones.  Many  of  the  bones  were  not  recovered  from  the  floor 
level  as  stated  by  Baker  (1964:12).  A  mall  (  l.Ox  2.2  ca. )  tri¬ 
angular  side-notched  projectile  point  was  found  within  five  inches 
of  the  skull  fragnents  of  the  "Five-year -old"  in  Grid  19N.  The 
cause  of  death  for  this  individual  nay  or  nay  not  have  been  violent. 
Hone  of  the  hunan  bones  exhibit  evident  pathology.  Thus*  the  cause  (s) 
of  death  can  not  be  stated.  Host  of  the  bones  were  located  within 
Moon  1,  however  a  few  (attributed  to  each  of  the  three  individuals) 
ware  found  in  Boon  2.  If  an  aninal  had  scattered  the  hunan  bones  as 
suggested  by  Baker  (1967  :  21)*  it  would  seen  unlikely  (but  possible) 
that  bones  would  be  found  on  both  sides  of  the  Roan  1-2  wall  which 
was  a  nininun  of  12  inches  high. 


Chipped  stone  Artifacts 
Projectile  Points 

Eleven  projectile  points  were  recovered  from  TC :C9: 24;  five 
are  side- notched  and  six  corner-notched.  The  outlines  of  the 
points  range  from  triangular  to  sub-triangular  while  basal  outlines 
range  fro*  straight  to  greatly  convex.*  One  corner-notched  spec  been 

pomtM,  a  single  notch.  0nly  three  of  the  points  (two  side  and 
one  corner-notched)  are  from  within  the  architecture.  See  Pigs. 
16-19  far  illustrations  of  the  artifacts  from  TC:C9:24. 

Projectile  points  or  Knives 

Four  spec  inane  were  placed  in  this  caterty;  >11  lock  notches. 
Three  of  these  generally  conform  to  the  sise  &  shape  of  the  notched 
points  fron  this  site.  The  other  specimen  is  considerably  larger 
(lengths 4. 4cm*  width: 2. 9cm) .  All  four  specimens  are  bifacially 
chipped  on  all  edges  save  for  the  bases.  Only  one  point  or  knife* 
a  fragment*  was  located  within  the  house  structure. 

Knives 

Pour  siseable  worked  flakes  of  argillite  were  retrieved  from 
TC:C9: 24.  All  four  are  apparently  complete  and  seemingly  have  no 
special  or  regular  outline  (amorphous) .  Three  possess  a  single 
bifacially  chipped  edges  tho  other  specimen  has  two  bifacially 
chipped  edges.  One  of  the  knives  with  a  single  working  edge  is 
from  the  surface  collections  the  other  three  are  fron  the  structure 
fill. 
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Drills 


No  stons  drills  were  recovered  froa  TC:C9t24. 

Scr  spars 

Tbs  two  sera  par  a  froa  this  sits  ara  of  argillite.  Each  has 
ona  round ad  working  adga.  Maitbar  apaciaan  displays  any  apacial 
preparation  other  than  the  single  unifacially  chipped  edge  on 
each.  One  is  froa  the  surface  collection  while  the  provenience 


3 


CM-1 


Surface  Collection:  SN-2,  CM- 2,  PK-2,  K-l,  SC-1 
Exact  Provenience  Unknown:  SN-1 ,  CM- 2,  PK-1,  B*-l 

TCtC9t24—  Gross  Provenience  of  Chipped  Stons  Artifacts 

8N  Side- notched  points  (total i  5). 

Corner-notched  points  (totali  6). 

Points  or  Knives  (total t  4). 

Knives  (total t  4). 

Scrapers  (totali  2). 


CM 

PK 

K 

Sc 


fypm 

Msasur 

■rents 

in  CM. 

Grid 

Depth 

Caaments 

e 

w 

th 

W' 

m 

1.9 

1.0 

0.4 

19N 

17- 

Argillite/slightly  convex 

1 

m 

2.5 

1.1 

0.1 

Surf. 

bass/near  huasn  skull. 
Argllllte/sllghtly  convex 

AN 

2.1 

1.1 

0.1 

— 

Surf. 

Argillite/e liqhtly  sonves 
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Ground  Stone  Artifacts 


Mnnos 

thirteen  specimens  were  pieced  in  this  category;  six  whole 
sad  s«van  fragments.  All  ccnplete  artifacts  in  this  category 
possessed  a  length  of  less  than  18. Oca.  and  are  therefore  called 
one-handed  as nos.  Of  the  six  cooplete  manos,  two  are  unifacial 
and  four  are  bifacial.  Bush  of  the  aanos  is  a  cobble  of  either 
sandstone  or  conglomerate.  Alteration  of  a  snail  proportion  of 
these  cobbles  consisted  of  pecked  working  surfaces. 

Meta tea 

Thirteen  artifacts  were  placed  in  this  category i  five  cos- 
piste  spec  inane  and  eight  fragnents.  One  frapaental  netate  of 
vesicular  basalt  was  put  into  the  basin  netate  sub-category}  the 
other  twelve  were  slab  notates.  Prior  to  our  analysis,  nany  of 
the  nutates  were  photographed  and  described  then  discarded.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  petrographic  description  escaped  notation  on 
nany  of  these  spacinens.  To  judge  free  the  photographs,  the  slab 
notates  were  all  composed  of  sedimentary  rocks  and  certainly  not 
vesicular  basalt. 


Miscellaneous  Stone  Artifacts 
Three  pieces  of  worked  (abraded)  graphite  and  one  piece  of 
rod  ocher  were  retrieved  from  Room  1.  Any  or  all  of  these  speci¬ 
mens  nay  have  served  as  a  source  of  pignent. 


A  nail  white  bead  of  unknown  petrographic  composition  (soap¬ 
stone  ?)  was  found  on  the  soil  surface  approximately  200  feet  north¬ 
west  of  the  atone  structure. 

Shell  Artifacts 

No  shell#  artifactual  or  otherwise#  was  found  at  7C:C9:24. 

Bone  and  Antler  Artifacts 

Awls 

The  three  hone  awls  from  this  site  were  made  from  ■imam  lien 
long  bones  and  fall  into  two  broad  categories:  1)  head  of  bone 
unworked  except  for  original  splitting  and  2)  those  made  fxon  the 
splinters  of  bones.  One  awl  was  nade  by  splitting  the  proximal 
end  of  the  left  nets  tar  sal  of  a  deer.  The  two  splinter  awls  gave 
no  clues  as  to  the  sources  of  bones  other  than  they  ware  froai 
aaanalian  long  bones.  Both  splinter  awls  are  from  Roan  1;  the 
enact  provenience  is  unknown  for  the  other. 

Tubular  Bone  Beads  and  Bone  Tubes 

The  nine  bone  beads  from  1C<C9:24  were  each  nade  from  long 
bones  of  wall  enema  Is  (such  as  rabbit)  and  placed  in  three  arbi¬ 
trary  categories  based  upon  outside  diameter.  Three  are  of  small 
diameter,  five  of  medium  diameter#  and  one  of  large  diameter.  No 
boas  tubes  other  than  the  above-mentioned  cylindrical  beads  were 
recovered  at  TC:C9:24. 

No  other  bone  artifacts  nor  any  antler  artifacts  were  found 
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Ceramics 


A  total  of  19  shard a  frost  TC:C9:24  are  on  deposit  at 
T.S.J.C.  Of  these#  5  display  parallel  incised  lines  and  are 
otherwise  characteristic  of  Taos  incised  and  have  been  so 
Identified.  The  remaining  14  are  remarkably  similar  (identi¬ 
cal?)  to  the  other  5  except  for  the  lack  of  surface  decoration. 
These  14  are  also  remarkably  similar  (identical?)  to  the  sherds 
from  1C:C9:9B  which  have  been  called  Sopris  Plain,  to  recognise 
the  possible  existence  of  a  ceramic  ware  at  TC:C9:24  in  addition 
to  Taos  Incised#  these  14  are  tentatively  identified  as  Sopris 
Plain.  Of  course#  any  or  all  of  these  Sopris  Plain?  sherds  may 
be  Taos  Incised. 

In  addition  to  the  above#  6  shards  are  mentioned  in  the 
field  notes  (Beksr  et.  al.  1963c)  of  which  one  is  called 
"Late  Vadida  Micaceous."  This  field- identified  sherd  is  not 
mentioned  in  later  writings  on  this  site  by  Baker  (1964#  1967) . 
None  of  these  6  sherds  can  be  positively  identified  as  to  type. 

Miscellaneous  Collected  Specimens 
Several  carbonised  corn  cob  fragments  wore  recovered  from 
the  fiU  of  Room  1  (20P/6-12")  (Baker  et.  al.  1963c).  These 
specimens  can  not  now  be  located  and  are  unidentified  as  to  type. 
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Faunal  Remains:  TC:C9:24 
by  Ruth  Henri tze 

A  total  of  97  pieces  of  bone  from  TC:C9:24  are  on  deposit  at 
the  Laboratory  of  Archaeology.  Over  two  thirds  (66)  of  these  have 
been  classified  as  belonging  to  deer  (Table  XII) .  As  in  other 
Trinidad  Reservoir  sites,  very  few  of  the  elements  represented  were 
complete  or  intact.  The  highly  fragmentary  nature  of  the  osteologi- 
cal  specimens  is  probably  due  to  the  aboriginal  occupants  of  the 
structure  rather  than  natural  forces  although  natural  deterioration 
is  evident  on  many  specimens. 

Less  than  10%  of  the  collected  bone  specimens  are  of  extra- 
architectural  provenience.  This  distribution  is  undoubtedly  a  re¬ 
flection  of  the  fact  that  very  little  excavation  occurred  outside 
of  the  house  structure.  Over  70%  of  the  ostaological  specimens  are 
from  Room  1  while  almost  20%  are  from  Room  2. 

Deer  (Odocoileus  hemionus  and  virqinianua) 

A  minimum  of  two  adult  deer  is  represented  by  two  each  of  the 
following  elsments  from  the  right  side  of  the  animal:  humerus, 
metacarpal,  and  tibia.  Bach  of  the  above  was  fragmentary.  35  of 
the  64  bone  specimens  attributed  to  adult  deer  were  fragments  of 
long  bones  not  identifiable  to  specific  element. 

One  immature  or  sub-adult  deer  is  represented  by  a  complete 
right  and  a  fragmentary  left  medial  phalanx. 
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Dog  (Coals  lupus  familiar  is) 

0ns  adult  dog  is  rsprsssntsd  by  a  right  mandible  which  was 
identified  by  Dr.  Paul  0.  McGrew  of  the  University  of  Wyoming 
(Fig.  20) .  This  mandible  was  found  iamed lately  above  floor  level 
in  front  of  the  doorway  of  Room  1.  A  rib  fragment  found  in  Roam  2 
is  from  a  member  of  the  dog  family)  perhaps  dog  or  coyote. 

Jack  Rabbit  (Lepus  cf .  town send  •  1 

A  left  ulna  fragment,  right  metatarsal,  right  femur  fragment, 
and  medial  phalanx  indicate  the  presence  of  one  adult  jack  rabbit. 

All  of  these  elements  are  from  Room  1. 

Snowshoe  Hare  (Lepus  americanus) 

The  presence  of  a  snowshoe  hare  is  based  upon  the  presence  of 
a  ham  eras  from  Room  1.  Note  should  be  made  that  today  this  animal 
is  not  found  in  the  immediate  vac  ini  ty  of  this  site  as  they  prefer 
a  cooler  climate  such  as  is  now  found  at  considerably  higher  attitudes 

Cottontail  Rabbit  (Sylvilaqus  cf .  audubonii) 

A  femur  and  a  Scapula,  both  fragmentary,  indicate  a  minimum  of 
one  adult  cottontail  rabbit.  At  least  one  sub-adult  of  this  genus 
is  represented  by  two  tibia  fragments  (right  and  left)  and  a  frag¬ 
ment  at  a  right  radius. 

Unidentified  Rabbit  or  Hare 

12  specimens  could  not  be  identified  to  the  level  of  genus  be¬ 
cause  of  their  fragmentary  nature.  Bleven  of  these  twelve  were 


pactions  of  ths  metatarsal;  five  of  these  are  bone  beads.  The  re¬ 
maining  bone  is  a  fragmentary  nedial  phalanx.  Both  adult  and  sub- 
adult  are  represented  in  this  sanple. 


Hook  Squirrel 


lus  cf.  verlegatua) 


A  single  rock  squirrel  is  evidenced  by  a  fragment  of  a  right 


mandible.  The  exact  provience  is  unknown  for  it. 


The  partial  remains  of  two  gophers  were  recovered  from  TC:C9:24. 
Both  are  represented  by  skull  fragments  with  teeth;  one  from  north 
of  the  site  and  one  from  within  Boon  2. 

Mood  Rat  CMeofeoma  Spp.) 

A  single  incomplete  pelvis  from  Roam  1  has  been  identified  as 
wood  rat. 

Prairie  Dog  (Cynomvs  of.  ludtovlcianua) 

A  set  of  mandibles  and  fragmentary  skull  from  Room  1  demonstrates 
the  presence  of  at  least  one  prairie  dog. 

Ragle  tAocloitridas  spp. ) 

A  rib  from  Room  1  has  been  Identified  as  an  adult  eagle. 

Turkey  Oialaaqrla  qallopavo  cf  marriamli 

A  minimum  of  one  sub-adult  turkey  is  suggested  based  upon  the 
presence  of  a  radius  in  Room  1  and  a  coracoid  in  Room  2. 
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Mallard  Dock  (Anas  cf .  plstyrhnchos) 

ftagwnta  of  a  tibio tarsus  and  an  ulna  in  Moca 
an  adult  Ballard  duck. 

Unidentified  bird 

A  skull  fraqaent  and  radius  fragaant  from  boost  1 
represent  grouse  (Tvpanuctaus  spp.  ) .  A  fragaant  of  a 
probably  repressnts  quail  (Collipapla  spp. ) . 


Conclusions:  TC:C9:24 

TC:C9: 24  mss  a  two  roam  surface  stone  masonry  structure. 
Originally  constructed  as  a  large  single  room,  a  stone  masonry 
partition  (original  height  unknown)  was  later  added  to  create 
a  ana  liar  room  to  the  north  of  the  remaining,  larger  room.  All 
walls  were  composed  of  tabular  pieces  of  sandstone  of  irregular 
else  and  Shape  which  were  horizontally  laid,  roughly  coarsed  and 
mortared  with  adobe  (clayish  soil).  An  exterior  floor  level  door¬ 
way  about  IS  inches  wide  and  unknown  height  was  defined  for  Roam  1. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  well  plaster.  The  roof  was  probably 
flat,  level  or  slightly  pitched  and  continuous  over  both  rooms. 

A  roof  composed  of  a  lattice  work  of  wooden  elements,  earth  and, 
probably,  a  few  sandstone  slabs  with  vertical  support  posts  in 
Room  1  is  envisioned.  The  floor  of  both  rooms  was  predominately 
soil  with  bedrock  exposed  at  seme  locations.  The  only  floor 
feature  defined  in  either  room  was  shallow,  circular  fire  pit 
near  the  center  of  Room  1.  Features  such  as  sub-floor  pits  were 
not  present  presumably  because  of  the  sites  location  on  or  very 
near  bedrock. 

See  the  Final  Conclusions  section  of  this  report  for  taxonomic 
placement  of  TC:C9: 24. 


TC:C9:302 


s 


This  sits,  consisting  of  two  human  burials  without  assoc la tad 
architecture  or  diagnostic  artifacts,  is  located  about  six  miles 
west  of  Trinidad,  Colorado  (T.33S,  R.64W,  NW,  NW  Sec.  33).  The 
site  was  first  discovered  by  the  operator  of  an  earth-moving 
machine  who  noticed  human  bones  in  the  soil  overburden  he  was 
stripping  from  a  Pleistocene  gravel  deposit.  The  owner  of  the 
gravel  operation,  Mr.  Prank  Leone,  in  turn  notified  the  Laboratory 
of  Archaeology,  T.S.J.C.  until  July  1970,  the  area  was  the  first 
level  terrace  above  the  Purge toire  River.  Located  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  the  elevation  of  the  site  was  approximately 
6200  feet  above  sea  level  and  some  60  feet  above  the  flood  plain. 

My  first  visit  to  the  site  was  on  12  July  1970.  I  then  collected 
the  machine-exposed  human  bones,  made  documentation  of  their  loca¬ 
tions  and  discussed  the  movements  of  the  earth-moving  machines  with 
machine  operators  and  Mr.  Leone.  Notes  were  taken  concerning  the 
topography  of  the  general  site  area  before  gravel  operations  began. 
Unfortunately,  the  time  lapse  between  the  initial  movement  of  earth 
by  machines  and  the  discovery  of  human  bones  allowed  tha  soil  that 
was  removed  from  the  general  site  area  to  be  deposited  in  an  earth 
fill  operation  with  additional  soil  deposited  over  it.  Thus  any 
cultural  material  possibly  contained  in  this  overburden  could  not 
be  located. 

Excavation  began  on  13  July  1970.  A  nearby  undisturbed  utility 
pole  was  utilised  to  establish  a  five  foot  horizontal  grid  system. 
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Vertical  control  was  maintained  by  using  an  arbitrary  point  on 
the  same  pole  to  establish  a  datum  plane.  An  aledaide  vies  used 
to  measure  the  vertical  distance  below  the  datum  plane. 


Figure  21 
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Figure  24a.  Excavation  of  Burial  2,  TC:C9:302, 
1970. 


Figure  24b.  Floor  of  pit  after  renewal  of  Burial  2 
Stakes  and  arrow  nark  location  of  skeleton. 


Human  Burial  Number  1,  TC:C9:302 


Inspection  of  an  area  of  undisturbed  soil  revealed  a  fire- 
reddened  area  at  the  edge  of  a  machine  cut.  Excavation  in  this 
area  revealed  human  bones  lying  upon  this  red  soil.  This  mss 
designated  Human  Burial  Number  1  (hb-1)  ,  TC:C9:302.  Additional 
excavation  exposed  what  was  remaining  of  the  burial  pit  and  a 
few  more  rodent-chewed  human  bones.  Comparison  of  these  bones 
with  the  machine-disturbed  bones  showed  that  they  came  from  the 
same  individual;  although  not  all  skeletal  elements  of  this  in¬ 
dividual  were  recovered.  The  following  age,  sex  and  stature  in¬ 
formation  was  calculated  by  Caryl  B.  Mood. 

is* 


Antemortem  loss  of  the  left  mandibular  cuspid,  all  pre¬ 
molars#  and  all  molars  would  indicate  a  relatively  old 
age  for  this  individual.  The  mandible  is  reduced  in 
sise  and  reveals  a  resorption  of  the  alveolar  margin  to 
the  mental  foramen.  The  angle  formed  by  the  ramus  and 
body  measures  140*  (Gray  1963:185). 


Due  to  the  fragmentary  nature  of  the  skeleton,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  sex  this  individual  with  any  degree  of  cer¬ 
tainty.  However,  the  femur a 1  head  measurement  of  37  sm. 
(Krogman  1939),  the  rnmll  mastoid  process  and  general 
appearance  (i.e,  the  delicate  nature  of  the  bones)  would 
indicate  that  this  individual  is  female. 

Stature: 

The  living  stature  of  this  individual  was  154.4  ♦  3.816cm. 

It  was  calculated  by  measuring  the  maximum  length  of  the 
femur  (Genoves  1967:67-77). 

Due  to  the  disturbed  and  fragmentary  nature  of  this  burial, 
the  posture  and  orientation  of  the  body  and  the  precise  dimensions 


of  tho  burial  pit  could  not  bo  determined.  A  large  portion  of 
the  bottom  and  lower  aides  of  the  pit  remained,  however.  The 
approximate  diameter  of  the  floor  of  the  pit  was  3  1/2  feet. 

The  existing  lower  wells  of  the  pit  slanted  outward  indicating 
that  the  maximum  diameter  was  about  one  foot  above  the  bottom. 

A  maximum  diameter  of  4-4  1/2  feet  would  seem  likely.  The 
original  contour  of  the  pit  was  probably  bell-shaped.  The  floor 
and  small  portions  of  the  adjacent  walls  of  the  pit  were  fire- 
reddened  .  It  would  appear  that  the  original  function  of  the  pit 
was  for  roasting  food  although  no  evidence  of  foodstuffs,  charred 
or  otherwise,  was  recovered  from  the  pit.  The  pit  last  funtioned 
as  a  place  for  the  interment  of  the  dead}  a  situation  which  is 
better  documented  in  a  prehistoric  site  (TC:C9:9)  less  than 
one  airline  mile  from  TC:C9t302  (Ireland  1970:67).  The  existing 
dimensions  of  this  pit  and  its  close  proximity  to  Human  Burial 
Number  2  would  seen  to  indicate  a  flexed  (loosely?)  burial. 

No  artifacts  wore  found  associated  with  this  burial.  A  bone 
bead  fragment  was  found  in  an  adjacent  grid  (40J)  and  may  have 
been  part  of  the  burial.  The  fill  of  the  pit  that  remained  at 
the  time  of  excavation  was  a  brownish-yellow  loam  with  sparse 


traces  of  charcoal 


Hunan  Burial  Number  2,  TC:C9:302 


This  burial  was  situated  7  1/2  faat  due  north  of  HB-1.  The 
burial  pit  was  largaly  destroyed  by  machine  cuts  and  up  to  one 
foot  of  soil  had  been  re-deposited  over  the  pit  by  machines. 

One  of  the  machine  cuts  came  within  two  inches  of  the  skeleton 
but  apparently  did  not  disturb  it.  The  skeleton  was  lying  on  its 
right  side  on  the  fire-reddened  bottom  of  the  pit,  head  to  the 
east,  facing  north  in  a  loosely  flexed  position  (Pig.  24) . 

Grave  goods  consist  of  144  bone  beads,  20  shell  beads  and 
a  shell  pendant.  The  bone  beads  were  located  along  the  back 
(south)  side  of  the  vertebra,  throughout  the  pelvic  region  and 
above  the  left  fesur.  The  shell  beads  were  situated  along  the 
back  (south)  side  of  the  cervical  vertebra  and  the  skull.  The 
shell  pendent  was  recovered  within  the  bones  of  the  left  hand. 

The  following  data  was  calculated  by  Caryl  E.  Wood. 

Human  Burial  Number  2,  TC:C9:302 


hg® 


An  age  of  16-17  years  was  established  on  the  basis  of 
epiphyseal  unions  of  long bones  and  upon  dentition. 

The  distal  and  proximal  ends  of  both  the  tibia  and 
fesur  have  not  fused  and  therefore,  this  individual 
has  not  reached  the  age  of  18.  A  maximum  age  of  17 
can  be  established  because  the  distal  epiphysis  of 
the  humerus  has  united  with  the  diaphysis  (Gray  1963). 
The  root  of  the  2nd  maxillary  molar  is  incomplete  and, 
thus  a  minimum  age  of  14-16  can  be  given  to  this  in¬ 
dividual  (Brescia  1961).  Because  the  humerus  has  fused, 
it  would  indicate  that  the  age  is  closer  to  16  than  14. 


Sax 

The  criteria  used  to  sex  this  individual  were  basically 
visual.  The  delicate  cranium  with  angular  orbital  r idges , 
nail  aastoids  and  unilateral  chin  gives  a  definate  im¬ 
pression  of  female. 

Stature 

A  range  in  stature  was  calculated  using  two  measurable 
bones:  the  femur  and  tibia.  A  living  height  of  147.36+ 
3.816  cm.  has  been  established.  (Genoves  1967). 

Pathologies 

Dentition  exhibit  small  caries  with  little  attrition. 

The  maxillary  canines  are  protruding  and  the  mandibluar 
2nd  incisors  have  grown  inward  due  to  crowding.  Other¬ 
wise  the  teeth  are  in  excellent  condition. 

The  fill  of  the  pit  consisted  of  a  hard,  compact  brownish- 

yellow  loam  shot  with  charcoal.  A  very  thin  concentration  of 

charcoal  was  found  on  the  bottom  of  the  pit.  Six  erosion-worn 

cotahles  each  up  to  11  inches  in  its  greatest  dimension  were 

found  on  the  bottom  of  the  pit  around  the  skeleton.  Each  showed 

evidence  of  heating:  charred  surfaces  and  fractures.  A  recent 

rodent  burrow  entered  the  pit  near  the  bottom  on  the  west  side. 

The  fill  of  the  pit  immediately  surrounding  the  human  skull 

was  a  water-deposited  brown  loam— further  evidence  of  rodent 

activity. 

Although  little  of  the  burial  pit  remained,  same  statements 
regarding  its  original  dimensions  and  nature  can  be  made.  The 
floor  was  nearly  circular  and  measured  ca.  S  1/2  feet  N-S  and 
ca.  6  1/2  feet  E-W.  The  small  existing  portions  of  the  walls  of 
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the  pit  sloped  outward  indicating  maximum  dimensions  were 
greater  than  those  of  tha  floor.  Tha  fact  that  tha  floor 
of  tha  pit  was  f ire- reddened  and  that  it  contained  charcoal 
and  rocks  that  had  been  heated  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
tha  pit  originally  functioned  as  a  roasting  pit.  Both  burials 
at  TC:C9:302  raswnble  Human  Burial  Number  1,  TC:C9:9j  a  nearby 
site  (Ireland  1970,  1971) .  Thus  the  original  shape  of  both 
burial  pits  may  have  been  bell-shaped. 

Artifacts:  TC:C9:302 

The  only  artifacts  recovered  from  this  site  were  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Human  Burial  Humber  2. 


Bone  Artifacts 


144  tubular  bone  beads  were  all  highly  polished  and  free  of 
any  surface  decoration.  One  was  considerably  larger  than  the 
others:  length  3.4  cm.,  maximum  diameter  1.3  cm.  The  others  ranged 
in  length  from  0.5cm.  to  1.9cm.  with  a  median  of  1.2cm.  The  maximum 
diameters  ranged  from  0.5cm  to  1.0cm.  with  a  median  of  0.7cm. 

Shall  Artifacts 

Twenty  shell  beads  that  appear  to  be  of  the  genus  Olivella 
were  associated  with  HB-2. 

Also  found  with  that  burial  was  a  shell  pendant  of  unknown 
genus  (fig.  5).  The  length  of  this  specimen  is  2.5  cm;  width  1.8  cm. 
and  thickness  0.2  cm. 

Mo  other  artifacts  of  any  type  were  recovered  from  TC:C9:302. 

Conclusions :  TC:C9:302 

Little  can  be  said  regarding  the  cultural  or  temporal  affilia¬ 
tions  of  the  two  human  burials  at  this  site.  I  have  previously 
mentioned  the  similarity  of  these  two  burials  to  one  of  the  burials 
assigned  to  the  Upper  Pur ga to ire  Complex,  A.D.  1000-1300.  However, 
since  the  skeletal  specimens  at  TC<C9:302  lacked  associated  archi¬ 
tecture  and  diagnostic  artifacts,  they  can  not  safely  be  placed  in 
that  Complex. 


» 


PINAL  CONCLUSIONS 


Included  in  here  are  reports  for  three  architecture-bearing 
sites.  Bach  are  small  but  constructed  differently:  TC:C9:9B  is 
a  single-roomed  circular  jacal  house;  TC:C9:23  is  a  two-roomed 
structure  with  walls  of  mud  (earth)  and  stone  and  also  of  jacal; 
and  TC:C9:24  is  a  stone  masonry  structure  with  two  rooms.  A  com¬ 
parison  of  the  contents  of  these  three  sites  would  reveal  many 
other  unevenesses. 

Yet,  plausible  explanations  can  be  given  for  the  unlikeness 
of  the  three.  Architecturally,  each  site  was  constructed  of  readily 
available  materials;  TC:C9:9B  and  TC:C9:23  were  both  located  on 
alluvium  and  both  volume trically  constructed  largely  of  earth; 

TC:C9t 24  was  situated  on  bedrock  (Trinidad  Sandstone)  and  volusw tri¬ 
cally  composed  largely  of  stone.  Artifactually  the  dissimilarities 
are,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  realm  of  presences  (or  per  cent  pre¬ 
sent)  and  absences.  The  vagaries  of  recovery  and/or  preservation 
can  be  invoked  to  explain  some  of  these  differences,  while  many 
are  undoubtedly  manifest  of  unexplained  cultural  functions. 

These  functions  or  activities  will  not  be  dealt  with  here,  how¬ 
ever.  Rather,  the  temporal  and  taxonomic  placement  of  each  of  the 
sites  will  be  iicussed. 

The  presence  of  Taos  Incised  sherds  at  TC:C9:23  and  TC:C9:24 
does  permit  scum  statements  concerning  the  probable  range  of  occu¬ 
pation  for  these  two  sites.  Peckham  and  Reed  (1963)  date  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  Taos  Incised  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  as  the  latter  part 
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of  the  A.O.  1000-1300  period.  Dick  (1965)  characterized  the 
Taos  Phase  (A.D.  1150-1250)  at  Picuris  Pueblo,  New  Mexico,  by 
the  prodution  of  Taos  Black-on-white  with  Taos  Gray  produced 
early  in  the  Phase  which  gave  way  to  Taos  Incised  which  degenera¬ 
ted  shortly  after  A.O.  1250.  Thus  the  probable  occupation  of 
IC.*C9:23  and  TC:C9:24  was  ca.  A.O.  1200.  The  58  sherds  from 
TC:C9:23  and  14  from  TC:C9:24  tentatively  identified  as  Sopris 
Plain  may  or  may  not  properly  be  classed  as  Taos  Incised. 

The  temporal  placement  of  TC:C9:9B  poses  only  a  slight 
problem.  Only  Sopris  Plain  and  one  corrugated  sherd  can  be 
positively  assigned  to  the  occupation  of  that  structure;  none  of 
the  Taos  Incised  or  Stamper  Cordmarked.  The  only  restored  vessel 
of  Sopris  Plain  is  from  another  site  within  the  Trinidad  Reser¬ 
voir,  TC :C9: 19  (A  site  that  was  excavated  in  1952-1953  by  Haldon 
Chase  and  is  yet  unreported) .  This  restored  Sopris  Plain  vessel 
was  found  in  association  with  sherds  identified  by  Stewart  Peckham 
of  the  Museum  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe  as  Taos  Black-on-white,  Red 
Mesa  or  Escavada  B/w  and  Taos  Incised.  Breternitz  (1966)  gives 
the  following  information  for  the  above  wares: 

Taos  B/W 

Indigenous  manufacture:  A.D.  1150  to  1250. 

Red  Mesa  B/W 

Indigenous  manufacture:  A.D.  850  or  900  to  ca.  1125 

Evidence  of  trade:  A.D.  993  to  1265 

Escavada  B/W 

Indigenous  manufacture:  A.D.  925  to  1125. 

The  above  black-on-white  wares  and  Taos  Incised  sherds  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  Sopris  Plain  at  TC  :C9: 19  would  indicate  that  the 


manufacture  of  Sopris  Plain  occurred  somewhere  between  the 
approximate  time  span  of  A.D.  1000-1300.  If  my  interpretation 
of  Chase's  artifact  coding  system  is  correct,  Santa  Fe  B/W 
sherds  are  also  associated  with  the  Sopris  Plain  which  would 
extend  the  terminal  date  to  ca.  A.0.  1350.  The  preponderance 
of  Taos  Incised  Sherds  at  TC:C9:19  would  seem  to  favor  an  occu¬ 
pation  of  ca.  A.D.  1200  or  slightly  later  for  that  site.  The 
current  level  of  knowledge  of  Trinidad  area  archaeology  does 
not  permit  a  more  precise  estimation  of  the  date  of  occupation 
for  TC:C9:9B  than  ca.  A.D.  1000-1300.  However,  if  the  extra- 
architectural  Taos  Incised  Sherds  from  TC:C9:9B  can  be  assigned 
to  the  contents  of  that  site,  the  occupation  of  1C:C9:9B  would 
probably  date  ca.  A.D.  1200-1250. 

As  mentioned  previously,  little  can  be  said  of  the  temporal 
placement  of  TC:C9:302. 

Regarding  the  taxonomic  placement  of  the  three  above  archi¬ 
tecture-bearing  sites,  TC:C9:23  and  TC:C9:24  are  here  placed  in 
the  poorly  defined  Sopris  Phase  (A.D.  1150  or  slightly  later  to 
A.D.  1250  or  1300)  of  the  Upper  Pur ga to ire  Complex  (A.D.  1000- 
1300)  (Ireland  1971:50).  This  brings  the  number  of  sites  in¬ 
cluded  in  that  Phase  to  a  total  of  four.  The  archititecture 
of  each  of  these  four  is  quite  different;  it  is  evident  that 
"tract  housing"  did  not  exist. 

TC:C9:9B  unquestionably  fits  into  the  temporal  range  of  the 
Upper  Pur gate ire  Complex.  However,  this  site  will  not  be  assigned 


to  either  the  Sopris  Phase  or  St.  Thomas  Phase  until  the  analysis 
of  the  only  similar  structure  (TC:C9:20/A-B)  in  the  Trinidad  re¬ 
gion  is  completed. 

Mo  statistical  comparison  of  the  contents  of  the  sites  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  report  will  be  attempted. 

The  evidence  of  Plains  contacts  in  the  (Jpper  Pur  ga  to  ire  Com¬ 
plex  sites  has  been  mentioned  repeatedly  (Dick  1963,  Baker  1964, 
1967  and  Ireland  1970,  1971).  In  the  above  sources  Dick  stated 
that  the  cordmarked  sherds  present  in  these  Trinidad  Reservoir 
sites  in  small  numbers  did  not  appear  to  be  typically  Upper  Re¬ 
publican,  Baker  stated  they  were  of  Upper  Republican  origin,  while 
Ireland  questioned  that  cultural  derivation  while  offering  no 
alternative.  The  identification  of  sherds  from  sites  in  this 
Reservoir  area  by  Dr.  Robert  E.  Bell,  University  of  Oklahoma, 
as  Stamper  Cordmarked  (Watson  1950:30)  has  eliminated  that 
question. 

This  Southern  Plains  ware  was  originally  assigned  to  the 
Optima  focus  of  the  Panhandle  Aspect  (Watson  1950) .  Recently 
the  definition  and  very  existence  of  this  focus  and  the  other 
focus  of  this  Aspect,  the  Antelope  Creek  focus,  have  been  seriously 
questioned  (see  Schneider  1969:172-174).  Regardless  of  focal 
affiliations,  numerous  Panhandle  Aspect  sites  bear  a  striking 
architectural  resemblance  to  the  stone  masonry  sites  of  the 
Upper  Purge to ire  Camples  sites.  That  there  is  an  interrelationship 
between  these  sites  in  the  two  geographical  areas  is  evident, 
but  the  erect  nature  is  not.  The  tmaporal  relationship,  however. 


seems  fairly  clear.  A  study  of  the  Panhandle  Aspect  based  upon 
radiocarbon  dating  by  Baerreis  and  Bryson  (1966)  indicates  the 
range  for  that  Aspect  is  ca.  A.D.  1200-1440.  Thus,  contact 
between  the  two  appears  to  have  occurred  near  the  end  of  the 
Upper  Pur ga to ire  Complex  and  near  the  beginning  of  the  Panhandle 


Aspect. 
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